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Welcome to September  

September is Biodiversity Month, a time when many Australians celebrate our unique and valuable 

biodiversity with activities to protect and conserve the environment. 

Spring is already here and it is certainly the busiest time of year on our calendar. Do try and support 

the Club events. For the Narrandera Koala Festival in a couple of weeks the Club is looking for people 

to volunteer to assist with an information stand, a koala habitat tour and nature walks as well as the 

annual Koala Count on the Sunday. Your help will be appreciated.   

Then we have a couple more Woodland Birdwalks and an outing in the Cocoparras National Park. For our 

monthly meeting our guest speaker is Geoff Minchin, a senior agriculturalist working with soils, he’ll 

talk about soil profiles and their importance for plants. Do come along to the meeting, he hopes to have 

samples from his current work.  

Again this is a full issue, with a variety of items; my thanks to all the contributors. I look forward to 

hearing about this month’s activities for the next issue.  

Enjoy your month, Rowena.  

 

Member Observations  

Jason Richardson has sent in a couple of things he has sighted and photographed in his neighbourhood.  

A Red-cheeked 
Wattlebird with a 
'Robyn Gordon' 
grevillea. 

The Bearded Dragon 
was sighted along the 
water channel near 
Canal St here in Leeton, 
where Jo and I go for 
walks. 

 

Opinions expressed by authors are their own and do not necessarily represent the policies or views of the Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc.   
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Grassy Woodland management and the foraging behaviour of woodland birds 

On Thursday 14 August PhD candidate Georgea Kamara presented her research project on eucalypt 
ecological thinning as a conservation management tool. I was fortunate to be able to be present at Bush 
Heritage Tarcutta Hills Reserve when she was conducting in the field winter surveys of woodland birds 
within sites of selected vegetation density, type and community. Georgea’s presentation drew 17 attendees 
to the Yellow room and via zoom. 

She explained that after cleared farmland is no 
longer being grazed, the natural regeneration that 
occurs in grassy eucalypt woodlands/open forests in 
SE Australia is often dense stands of eucalypt, which 
can be ecologically problematic. These trees are 
called ‘pole trees’, being so closely spaced there are 
no lateral branches and they create a monoculture by 
out competing other species. There is very little 
groundcover and shrub storey.  

The research project aims to determine how dense 
pole-stage eucalypt regrowth differs from woodland 
structure in terms of biodiversity and function. 
Georgea is recording observations of how 24 
selected woodland bird species foraging behaviours 
are influenced in different tree densities and stand 
structure in regenerating woodlands/forests. The 
surveys of foraging observations are performed on 
10 0.5ha plots. A team of two or three walk slowly 
through the plot, when a listed species is sighted, the 

first five sequential foraging behaviours or manoeuvres are recorded. The duration of the survey may be 
between 5 to 20 minutes, depending on the presence of any of the listed species. 

While I had observed the foraging behaviours before, I found the terminology intriguing:  

Probing – bird extracts food from beneath the surface of substrates such as soil, litter or bark 

Gleaning – bird moves along a substrate taking food from the surface of the 
food source 

Sallying & Hawking – bird flies from a perch to catch flying insect 

Hawking – bird flies from a perch to catch flying insect  

Pouncing – bird flies or drops to the ground to capture food item 

Snapping – bird whilst on a perch nabs passing prey 

Snatching – bird flies from a perch to nab food from a substate without landing 
and consuming on a different perch 

Look-searching – bird actively searching for a food item to capture. 

Where the bird foraged was recorded: major branches, small branches, trunk 
(bark), fruit, flower, mistletoe, ground (dirt/soil, rock), foliage, woody debris 
(fallen logs). The position in the strata plant type and species was recorded: ground (litter, bare, rock), 
ground layer vegetation, low shrubs, medium shrubs, large shrubs, sapling tree (Eucalypt regrowth), pole 
tree, mature tree, large mature tree, and lastly the height the bird is located above the ground.  

Georgea confirmed each data observation with the surveyors present, in a similar way we would review a 
bird or plant list at a Field trip. I was impressed with the amount and detail recorded.  
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Georgea revealed some early observations. The old growth - regrowth forest has the greatest diversity of 
bird species as well as the greatest number of species. The Speckled Warbler occasionally forages in the 
upper canopy. The Flame and Scarlet Robins vary their foraging behaviours according to the season - 
pouncing in cooler seasons and foraging in the canopy in warmer seasons. The male Golden Whistler 
forages more often in the canopy, the female in the midstory.  

I look forward to following Georgea’s findings and wish her well in her endeavours. 

Sarah Danckert 

 
My visit to Rocky Hill 

My 2 hour stroll around and over the top of Rocky Hill 
was a wonderful experience, taking in the views, listening 
to birds and enjoying the relaxing environment. A place 
for contemplation. Most of the newly planted seedlings 
have survived the  dry winter and will be a great benefit 
for more privacy and further attraction for the birds in 
the near future.   Hardenbergia violacea 

I loved the seating arrangements! The nicely rounded 
granite boulders that are scattered nicely all over the hill 
provided a great choice of 
comfortable seating. We 
can pick the right height, 
position, warm or cool, 
shade or sun and/or just 
for leaning against. They 
are comfortably rounded 
and even an occasional 
one has moss for extra 

padding.  A great all-round lookout of urban living, industry and adjacent hills 
with a variety of woodland birds singing. The Magpies are very friendly 
waiting for a titbit to eat if encouraged. 

Rocky Hill, Wagga, 5/8/25  List of birds included:  

Red Wattlebirds, Yellow Thornbills, Double-barred Finches (a large flock of at 
least 20+), Eastern Rosellas x 1only, Magpies everywhere, Rufous Whistlers 
heard x 3, Galah x1 in skeleton tree hollow and couple flew by, Willy-wagtails, Silvereyes x 3. 

Virginia Tarr 
 

Wood Collecting on TSRs 

A distressing aspect of our visit to the Willows 
Travelling Stock Route (TSR) was evidence of old trees 
having been felled and cut up, probably for firewood. 
These big, old trees have taken hundreds of years to 
grow and develop hollows that provide critical habitat 
for birds, mammals and reptiles. One person using a 
chainsaw can fell an old tree within minutes and 
without thought for TSRs being conservation areas. 

If you see evidence of wood cutting or destruction of 
vegetation on TSRs, phone the Local Land Services 
(LLS) Riverina enquiries number on 1300795299. They 
have resources to take immediate action to try to 
catch the vandalising thieves. 

Margaret Strong  

Hardenbergia violacea  
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Willows (Kamarah) Travelling Stock Reserve (TSR) - 24th August 2025 

We enjoyed fine, sunny weather for a morning of birdwatching on the Mirrool Creek as we walked a loop 
from the eastern end of the south bank, crossing the dry creek bed to access the northern side of the 
reserve.  

River Redgums (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) hug both banks of the creek as it runs through the reserve and 
continues its meandering course west. One large Currawang (Acacia doratoxylon) is among them.  White 
Cypress Pine (Callitris glaucophylla), Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa), Buloke (Allocasuarina leuhmannii), 
Kurrajong (Brachychiton populneus), Bimbul Box (Eucalyptus populneus), Boree (Acacia pendula) and 
Yellow Box (Eucalyptus melliodora) in varying numbers grow in more open settings away from the creek-
line.  

Birdsong flowed from the River Redgums out to the park-type surrounds. A Grey Shrike-thrush, Peaceful 
Doves, White-plumed Honeyeaters, Eastern Yellow Robins, Grey Butcherbirds, Weebills and Striated 
Pardalotes called frequently. Grey-crowned Babblers used the tree-lines as vantage-points to forage on the 
ground, while Jacki Winters pounced from further afield with their beautiful song clearly audible. Rufous 
Whistlers, recently arrived back from their winter migration, were also present. 

Red-rumped Parrots, Eastern Rosellas, Bronze-winged Pigeons, Willy Wagtails, Yellow-rumped Thornbills, 
Galahs and Little Ravens also delighted us as we moved along the loop. 

A Brown Falcon was sighted high above, while White-winged Choughs and Apostlebirds enjoyed their 
family groups below. We noticed that birds were easy to observe in this setting, as we stopped frequently to 
scrutinize them through our binoculars. 

The eastern subspecies of Rosewood 
(Alectryon oleifolius ssp. elongatus) 
was also admired by us, being one 
mature tree and several saplings on the 
southern side. It’s easy to see why it’s 
also called ‘Cattle Bush’, as its fissured 
bark would be inviting for cattle to rub 
themselves on. The bright red / orange 
fruit was just showing under the green 

caps of the double lobes, a spectacle still to be revealed. 

In the understorey, Hakea Wattle (Acacia hakeoides) was 
stunning in full flower all along the track. Weeping Pittosporum 
(Pittosporum angustifolium) saplings are numerous as with 
Western Boobialla (Myoporum montanum). Hopbushes 
(Dodonaea viscosa cuneata) and Hooked Needlewood (Hakea 
tephrosperma), with their beautiful, woody nuts persisting on 
their branchlets, occupy the spaces. Less showy, though always 
interesting in its variety of forms, is Miljee (Acacia oswaldii). 

Though the tall trees are most obvious, the special vegetation 
feature of this TSR is Amulla (Eremophila debilis), creeping among 
the leaf litter. We noticed it under the River Redgum canopy in 
varying quantities, but it also grows further away from the creek 
where leaf litter is at the desirable depth. 

Far left: Rosewood, Alectryon oleifolius 
ssp elongastus, fissured bark 
Left: Rosewood, easten ssp, fruit under 
two-lobed capsule 
Below: Amulla, with fruit  
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Other features at ground level seen on the day, were Early Nancy (Wurmbea dioica) with separate male and 
female plants (as its Botanical name indicates by the adjective / 2nd word), Tiny Star (Pauridia glabella) also 
standing only a few centimetres tall, Woolly Mantle (Eriochlamys behrii) of similar height and petite 
Fuzzweed (Vittadinia cuneata). Native grasses were mainly Spear Grass (Austrostipa sp.), which would be 
quite a feature during Summer. 

Along both sides of the creek bed is Feathertop Rhodes Grass (Chloris virgata), an exotic, standing a metre 
tall in large clumps. In the absence of natives competing with them, they’re an impressive sight. They’re 
known to travel along waterways, though none of us had seen them previously. 

Near the Willows Bridge on the Narrandera-Kamarah Rd and just off the track along the northern side of the 
creek is a local history plaque set vertically into a large stone. It marks the location of the Bolero Inn, an 
hotel which ran from 1868 to c1873. It was originally the North Bolero Pastoral Station Homestead and was 
leased by the publican, Mrs Dale, after the building was vacated by the pastoralist in preference for another 
on the south Bolero Run. The location was known as The Willows from that era, due to Willow seedlings 
being planted by Mrs Dale’s son (according to local rumour). Whether they were native or introduced 
species we don’t know.  

The plaque also informed us about The Willows Hall located there, which was used between 1920-1950 by 
locals from neighbouring communities for dances, a church and a Primary School. Horse races are 
mentioned on the plaque as well, which would mean more clearing of native vegetation in the northern 
area of the reserve than what we see today. Use of the site as a TSR before or after 1950 is lacking detail at 
this stage. 

A book by Geoff Burch (WWDHS) “Early Hotels on the Mirrool Creek west of Quandary” (in Libraries or free 
online) shows a Parish Map with interesting details of the site in that era.  

Wiradjuri language names for some of the plants are: 

Yarra =River Redgum, Garriwang =Currawang (A. ‘doratoxylon’ means ‘spearwood’), Yulan =Hakea Wattle, 
Buurri =Boree, Yurana =Yellow Box, Bimbul =Bimbul Box, Murrung =Grey Box, Garraa =White Cypress Pine, 

Ngany =Buloke, Garradyang/Yama =Kurrajong, Wilburugil  =Mistletoe, Bururr =Hopbush (used as shelter). 

Hear Wiradjuri pronunciations on a free app, which contains the same words as “The New Wiradjuri 
Dictionary” available in Public Libraries. 

Margaret Strong 
 
https://www.wwdhs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/some-history-of-hotels-at-warri-and-
ardlethan_-publish-online-20220216.pdf   
 
https://wcclp.com.au/wiradjuri-dictionary/  

Tiny Star, Pauridia glabella                                     Wurmbea dioica female                               Wurmbea dioica male 

 

https://www.wwdhs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/some-history-of-hotels-at-warri-and-ardlethan_-publish-online-20220216.pdf
https://www.wwdhs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/some-history-of-hotels-at-warri-and-ardlethan_-publish-online-20220216.pdf
https://wcclp.com.au/wiradjuri-dictionary/
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Brown is the New Grey  

While recently driving along Irrigation Way, about two kilometers south of the Griffith T-junction turnoff, I 
saw a roadkill victim I couldn't recognise; especially as it was an animal as large as an adult Eastern Grey 
Kangaroo. It was obviously a native not a domestic animal, with macropod (meaning 'bigfoot' – so  it's true!) 
shape and proportions. The problem was, it was dark brown! 

Maybe a Swamp Wallaby – nah, wrong colour (brown not black), and much too large. 

On stopping for a closer inspection, I was amazed to find it was indeed a big, brown kangaroo; and I mean 
rich chestnut brown. As well, with the afternoon sun shining on it, there was a glorious underfur of glowing 
copper colour. 

Fortunately (unfortunate for the poor animal) it had been struck 
only in the head, leaving the rest of the carcass relatively integral. 
Though even with this sad injury, I could see that the face was 
nearly black. Being a male, there was no joey to rescue. It was 
obvious that the death had occurred only within about the last 24 
hours or so.  

When at home my research (or more correctly, 'search') uncovered 
the fact that my animal was a Western Grey Kangaroo. Grey? No 
wonder I couldn't identify it. All Western Greys range in colour 
from light grey-brown (but always brown) through to mahogany, 
similar to my road victim. 

Also the 'Western' is a problem. It's distribution is mostly west of 
the Eastern Greys, certainly, but in continental terms Southern 
Grey Kangaroo would seem more appropriate – or better still, 
Southern Brown Kangaroo. There, I've just renamed the species. 

Apparently early observers came upon (I was going to say 
'discovered', but First Nations people had intimate knowledge of 
this animal many millennia prior) the Western Grey in South 
Australia. They thought it was merely a colour variation of the 
Eastern Grey (Macropus giganteus). So they named it such. Of 
course it was indeed (mostly) west of the Eastern. Later 
taxonomists established that it was a separate, though similar, 
species altogether (Macropus fuliginosus). 

My 'Southern' nomination is due to their distribution occupying a 
large swathe of the southern areas of the continent, from south-
west NSW (even into south-west Queensland), western Victoria, 
southern South Australia, including the aptly named Kangaroo 
Island, where it was putatively 'discovered', and southern 
Western Australia. 

In fact both Kangaroo Island and the Western Grey Kangaroo 
were both first seen, by Europeans at least, by Matthew Flinders in 1802. 

Actually, just three nominated kangaroo species dominate continental Australia (not counting the various 
wallaroos). The Eastern Grey occupies almost the whole of east Australia, from about Cooktown to 
Tasmania, thinning out in the west to give way to the Western Greys in the south, and the iconic Red 
Kangaroos (Macropus rufus) in the whole arid interior to the far western and northern regions. 

Curiously, the distribution intersection of all three species occurs in our own Riverina, in a kind of 3-circle 
Venn diagram. This triumvirate, as far as distribution is concerned, are dramatically diminished in the 
Western Riverina, the Reds from the north and west, the Western Greys from the south and west, and the 
Eastern Greys from the east. We are the only area to provide a home for all three, but relatively not many of 
them! 

Distribution maps - Atlas of Living Australia 
 Above: Western Grey Kangaroo-  
Below: Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
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I  have been energetically engaged as an amateur field naturalist in this area for the last nine years. In that 
time I've seen thousands of Eastern Grey Kangaroos, both dead and alive (Sometimes on our front lawn 
actually; the live ones, at least!), with occasional sightings of Red Kangaroos. But in all that time I have 
never sighted a Western Grey, until now. This, in spite of the fact that I've been accompanied on legion 
outings by equally avid animal spotters – all armed with binoculars! And to my knowledge, going by 
personal recollection and outing reports, no-one else has either. 

So I regard my discovery of this awesomely lovely macropod, yet another victim of the tragic and oft-
inexcusable highway and by-way carnage, to be a rare and privileged event. Now my fervent wish is to see a 
living, breathing Western Grey (Southern Brown!) Kangaroo. But for that I'll probably have to travel further 
west and further south.  

Alan Whitehead  
 
 
 

Birdlife Photography Code of Ethics  

Our Code of Ethics has been updated (June 2025) and is available here.    

Birds are in a daily fight for survival.  Any injury or stress-induced illness will almost certainly result in 
death.  Predators are everywhere; breeding is competitive and finding food imperative. 

Further, our climate is changing and habitat is being cleared at a relentless rate.  In concert, the number of 
bird photographers has increased phenomenally in the last two decades.  The actions of photographers 
cannot be viewed in isolation.  The more photographers there are, the greater the potential for impacting 
the daily existence of our birds.  The effects of an ever increasing human population as well as an increasing 
photographic community must be regarded as cumulative. 

In compiling these ethical guidelines, the BirdLife Photography Committee believes it is important to apply 
the internationally recognised "Precautionary Principle", which has been incorporated into Australian 
environmental law under s391 of the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999, and is defined as follows: 

"The precautionary principle is that lack of full scientific certainty [eg in relation to the impact of call 
playback on bird species] should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent 
degradation of the natural and cultural heritage of a reserve or zone where there is a threat of serious 
or irreversible damage." 

  

                                Western Grey Kangaroo 

  

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

  

https://birdlifephotography.org.au/components/com_blphotos/ajax/download_file.php?file=%2Fhome%2Fbirdli7%2Fpublic_html%2Fbl_documents%2FGeneral+Information%2FBirdLife+Photography+Code+of+Ethics+-+June+2025.pdf
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A visit to Fivebough Wetlands  

Parkview Public School's third grade students were given a guided tour of Fivebough Wetland on 20 August 

to learn about the important role of this ecosystem, which attracts migratory birds from as far away as the 

northern hemisphere. 

In the much-anticipated follow-up to the Beak Technique workshop at the School in July, that illustrated the 

relationship between habitat and bird diet.  

"This excursion highlighted the important 

role the landscape plays and how it has 

developed over hundreds of millions of 

years," said Red Earth Ecology's Jo Roberts. 

Activities included identifying birds and beaks 

using binoculars, map-making, hearing about 

the history of the Wetlands and seeing small 

invertebrates in water samples using 

magnifying glasses. 

"We're grateful to the Murrumbidgee Field 

Naturalists for the loan of binoculars," said Ms 

Roberts. "Their assistance was also appreciated in 

creating the educational resources shared with 

students." 

The excursion also included walking along the 

Wiradjuri Loop at Leeton's Fivebough Wetlands 

that demonstrates First Nations totems, fish traps 

and other cultural practices. 

Enthusiasm among the students was clearly 

evident, as they were keen to share their 

observations and detailed experiences with local 

flora and fauna. 

"One highlight was watching a swamp 

hen through the binoculars as it caught 

and ate a fish," said Ms Roberts, who 

also noted the popularity of looking at 

the magnified water 'bugs', which was 

an eye-opening insight into the 

microscopic world that supports the 

wetland food chain. 

Worksheets developed by Red Earth 

Ecology for the project were supported 

with a Country Art Support Program 

grant administered by Western Riverina 

Arts and Create NSW through funding 

from the NSW Government.   

Jason Richardson  
Above top: Jo Roberts informing the students 
Left: Students observing with binoculars  
Above: Students on the Wiradjuri Walk  
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The School's Facebook post has many more photos. See 

https://www.facebook.com/parkviewps/posts/pfbid02FPDsRRvuvLvkE9Mmt41fHDbaPqccY9BGUKDU7hg7y

Sv72DX6VuRkQKPDNJvegdr2l 

 

A student’s Fivebough experience – by Shelby 

On Wednesday, we went to the Fivebough Wetlands. When we first got there, there 

were some rustling weeds. We could smell some kind of sweet smell. I could hear 

some birds squawking. We went on a journey. 

We got to a place where we could see some black swans. Mrs Hislop put us into 

groups. I went with Miss Brettschneider. We drew a map and then we went with 

Jason. We went back about thousands of years and learnt about the history. We also 

learnt that some people wanted to turn the wetlands into a water park but realised 

it was a special and lovely place.  

After Jason taught us about that we went with Jo. I looked through some binoculars. 

I saw a bird. It put its head into the mud. It caught a fish. After the bird finished the 

fish, I got to look at some bugs in a jar. Jo showed us a mussel shell. It was massive.  

I learnt that birds have all different types of beaks for eating all different kinds of 

foods. Like a sandpiper - they eat little hermit crabs and insects but a pelican swoops 

up fish from in the water and swallows them whole because it has no teeth to chew. 

At the end we went on a walk. We saw some ancient Aboriginal rock art. Then we 

walked back and got on the bus. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/parkviewps/posts/pfbid02FPDsRRvuvLvkE9Mmt41fHDbaPqccY9BGUKDU7hg7ySv72DX6VuRkQKPDNJvegdr2l
https://www.facebook.com/parkviewps/posts/pfbid02FPDsRRvuvLvkE9Mmt41fHDbaPqccY9BGUKDU7hg7ySv72DX6VuRkQKPDNJvegdr2l
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Wirraminna 30th anniversary  

Sunday 31 August, Wirraminna hosted its annual 
Wattle Day open Garden. This year the event included 
a celebration of 30 years volunteering and growing the 
biodiverse garden and education of the community. 
The atmosphere was bubbling. Sue Lidden, Paul 
Walker and I made the trip together stopping at Walla 
Walla Gum Swamp on the way. 

Over 300 people of all ages attended, the gathered, 
met friends, made new ones, dispersed along the 
trails, sat beneath the Wattle Arch, listened to 
presentations by Dave Watson or Ben Humphries, 
guessed the number of wattle seeds, counted birds, 
made Wattle Wands, started Nature Journalling, 
attended a garden tour, enjoyed a free sausage & hot 
chocolate or coffee.  

Our team MFN Wagga crew won the BirdLife Australia Twitchathon. Our prize was a $50 voucher for Our 
Native Nursery. Paul provided advice for groundcover tube stock for the Wagga Wagga Botanic Gardens 
Australian Flora Section project. These will be the final plantings for this year.  

Sarah Danckert 

 

MFN at WWBG Australian Flora Section  

At the Wagga Wagga Botanic Gardens, three - four of 10 
MFN members have been attending every fortnight for the 
past 12 months. We work for 90 minutes, or 2 hours if 
carried away, and finish at the Gardens Cafe for coffee. The 
first 6 months focused on planning, weeding, pruning, 
tidying, the garden beds. The Gardens staff assisted with 
removing prunings and leaving behind moderate sized logs 
for habitat.  

The second six months focused on planting tube stock, most 
of which was local species from the Council nursery. Then 
more weeding, mulching and surveying the plants and 
recording them on a map using an App provided by WWCC. 
We have provided Willans Hill Miniature Rail with advice on 
plant selection for specific locations and woody weed 
identification and treatment advice. There is a lot of Bridal 
Creeper within the Mini Rail precinct, so ‘chop, drop, spray’ 
is to be carried out.  

The next 6 months will require more selective plant species 
planning, monitoring the water requirements of the new 
plantings, more weeding and mulching and working with 
Friends of Wagga Wagga Botanic Gardens and WWCC to 

expand the volunteers to the Wagga community and 
landscape design. Recently there has been grass terracing 
constructed on the site. We have liaised with Jon Nicoll for 
the placement of a series of sand bed wetlands when the next 
series of terraces are installed. 

Sarah Danckert 

 

Wagga Wagga Botanic Gardens Australian 
Flora Section tubestock plantings with cut 
acacia logs looking through to the Willans 
Hill Miniature Railway  

Wattle arch – Sarah, Paul & Sue  
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These sightings are from members’ observations.  Please check with the relevant person before quoting any record. 

 

Significant sightings  

Pink Cockatoo [4] Mountain Dam, Leeton 01/08/25 Graham Russell 

Flame Robin [3] Redlands Nature reserve, Corowa 01/08/25 S Danckert J Hume 

Crested Shrike-tit [4] Redlands Nature reserve, Corowa 01/08/25 S Danckert J Hume 

Varied Sitella [5] Redlands Nature reserve, Corowa 01/08/25 S Danckert J Hume 

Brown-headed Honeyeater [5] Redlands Nature reserve, Corowa 01/08/25 S Danckert J Hume 

Scarlet Robin [2] Livingstone National Park 03/08/25 P Walker S Danckert 

Brown Treecreeper [2] Livingstone National Park 03/08/25 P Walker S Danckert 

Red-capped Robin [2] Scenic Hill, Griffith 07/08/25 Virginia Tarr 

White-bellied Sea-eagle [1] Rocky Hill, Wagga Wagga  10/08/25 MFN Birdwalk 

Blue-faced Honeyeater [3] Narrandera Wetlands  09/08/25 Susan Whitehead 

Speckled Warbler [4] ‘Golden Valley’, Walleroobie 14/08/25 Paul, Margaret & Sarah 

Blue-faced Honeyeater [1] ‘Golden Valley’, Walleroobie 14/08/25 Paul, Margaret & Sarah 

Red-capped Robin [2] ‘Golden Valley’, Walleroobie 14/08/25 Paul, Margaret & Sarah 

Brown Treecreeper [2] Sandy Beach, Wantabadgery 16/08/25 S Danckert, J Hume 

Brown-headed Honeyeater [10] Silvalite Reserve, Wagga Wagga  24/08/25 MFN Birdwalk 
   

Other sightings of note    

Fuscous Honeyeater [18] Livingstone National Park 03/08/25 P Walker S Danckert 

Yellow Rosella Narrandera Wetlands  09/08/25 Susan Whitehead 

Striated Pardalote [2]   Narrandera Wetlands  14/08/25 Alan Whitehead 

Jacky Winter [6] ‘Golden Valley’, Walleroobie 14/08/25 Paul, Margaret & Sarah 

Shingleback Lizard [1]    Buddigower Nature Reserve 14/08/25 Sarah, Debra & Paul 

Weebill [2] Rocky Hill, Wagga Wagga  10/08/25 MFN Birdwalk 

 Nest building, seen carrying and entering with nestbuilding material. 

Common Grass Blue Butterfly  Bringan Rd, Whitton  31/08/25 Margaret Strong 

 First for this season. Dozens feeding on minute Saltbush flowers 

Australian Painted Lady Butterfly  Bringan Rd, Whitton  31/08/25 Margaret Strong  

 First for this season [male] 

Yellow Migrant Butterfly Mt. Brogden, Sth Cocoparra  04/09/25 Margaret Strong  

 First for this season 

Australian Shelduck [10] Gum Swamp, Walla Walla 31/08/25 Sarah & S Lidden   

We disturbed this small flock,they circled overhead up to 15 times while the males honked and the 
females called ’zeek-zeek’ in reply. 

 

Compiled by Janet Hume, reviewed by Nella Smith.   
  

M E M B E R S ‘  S I G H T I N G S 
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Please note all outings are subject to weather conditions.  

Please register with the nominated person so they can be contacted if there is a change in arrangements. 
Registering also means that the leader is better able to plan activities. 
 

11 September Thursday Monthly Meeting in the Yellow Room at the Leeton Library, Sycamore St, 
Leeton commencing at 7pm.   

  Speaker: Geoff Minchin, Local Land Services, Yanco.  
  Title: “The Ground up – Soils of Narrandera”. Geoff will be talking about 

soils, their profile, health, types and their importance to plant growth.   
Bring along Show and Tell    

  Email: murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com 
 

12 September Friday   Falcons, field guides and the future + Oolambeyan National Park 
  Launch of LLS and BirdLife Australia Diurnal Raptor ID Booklet 
  At Hay Public School  Time 10:00-12:30  
  Register with LLS and join a MFN table 
  https://events.humanitix.com/falcons-field-guides-and-the-future-hay-2025 
  Please RSVP to Sarah Danckert 0427276306 
  PLUS depending on rain 

Overnight Field trip to Oolambeyan National Park. Accommodation booked 
for MFN at the Homestead Wednesday 10 - Saturday 13. Bring pillow plus 
bedding, all food. NPWS Ranger Karen McCann will lead us at Oolambeyan 
Thursday 11 September.    Contact: Sarah Danckert 0427276306 

 

14 September Sunday  Woodland Birdwalk – Rawlings Park, Wagga Wagga  
  Meet: cnr Craft & Power St Lake Albert 
  Time: 2:30 pm  
  Leader/contact: Sarah Danckert 0427 276 306 
 

20 September Saturday  Narrandera Koala Festival - 12:00 - 8:30pm 
  MFN will be hosting:  
  *  An information stall  
  *  Guided Nature Walk 
  *  A Koala habitat Tour on the Lions Club Train.  
  We need members to volunteer to assist with these undertakings so please let 

us know your availability murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com 
The festival details can be found - https://www.narrandera.nsw.gov.au/see-and-do/2025-koala-festival  
 

21 September Sunday   Koala Count   
  Time: 10:00 – 1:00pm  
  Meet: the entrance to the Narrandera Flora and Fauna Reserve 

 

27 September Saturday   Mt. Brogden,  Cocoparra National Park  field outing.   
  Meet at Whitton Stock Route, off Burley Griffin Rd, over Railway crossing. 
  Time: 9am. 
  Wear good supportive boots as walking track is Rocky and gravelly. Moderate 

steep climb. Advisable to have a walking stick. 3-4 hour return. Some seating 
along the way. View and lunch at the top. 

  Bring:  drinks, morning tea and lunch to carry. 
  Leader: Virginia Tarr text 0434 831 031 or Email: vobrien3@hotmail.com to 

register.  
  Plans may need to change if rain in days prior. Wattle Dam could be an alternative.   

****  C O M I N G   E V E N T S  **** 
 

mailto:murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com
https://events.humanitix.com/falcons-field-guides-and-the-future-hay-2025
mailto:murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com
https://www.narrandera.nsw.gov.au/see-and-do/2025-koala-festival
mailto:vobrien3@hotmail.com
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27 September continued  Yenda Flora and & Reserve Schwad Rd Yenda.  Optional follow-on event, 

after the Mt.Brogden walk. See migrating Caper White Butterflies Belenois java 
congregate on Warrior Bushes in the Reserve.  All four stages of their life-cycle 
will be seen on these shrubs – eggs, larvae, pupae and adults.  

  Attendees from the Mt. Brogden walk will form a convoy from there                          
  Others wishing to attend please contact  Margaret Strong, text 0434060973 or 

email  strong.margaret@bigpond.com 
 

28 September Sunday  Woodland Birdwalk – Pomingalarna Reserve, Wagga Wagga  
  Meet: Sturt Hwy western entrance, across the Hwy from San Isidore 
  Time: 2:30 pm  
  Leader/contact: Sarah Danckert 0427 276 306 
 

1 October Wednesday      Copy for the October newsletter is due. Please send to Rowena. 
   Email: ericwhiting4@bigpond.com  Phone: 0429 726 120. 
 

2 October Thursday      Committee Meeting held at 7pm by Zoom 
   All members are welcome to attend and submit agenda items  
  Email: murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com 
 
9 October Thursday   Monthly Meeting in the Yellow Room at the Leeton Library, Sycamore St., 

Leeton commencing at 7pm.   
   Speaker/Topic: to be decided  
  Bring along Show and Tell    
  Email: murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com 

 
25/26 October  TWITCHATHON – NSW & ACT  
 Saturday/Sunday   This is a team-based birdwatching and fundraising event with a choice of 3 

timed ‘races’ – 30-hour, 8-hour and 3-hour. Funds raised will be allotted to 
protecting the Far Eastern Curlew at Port Hacking 

 For information about this event see  https://www.twitchathon.com.au/  
 If you are interested in participating contact the secretary -  
 Email: murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com 
 

Other Events  

Sunday 28 September - Biodiversity walk spot native orchids in bloom and discover the rich 
biodiversity in the Kindra State Forest at Coolamon Rd Reserve with Wagga Wagga Urban Landcare 
(WWUL).   Check MLi or WWUL fb page for details.  
 
20-26 October   Great Aussie Bird Count 
  Sustainable Wagga Wagga will be hosting Family Friendly events at 5 

locations - please attend and support WWCC and share your knowledge with 
the community and beginner birders. 

 

24-27 October  GET READY TO BLITZ THE MURRUMBIDGEE!  
 Join the Murrumbidgee project on iNaturalist and help us document the flora and 

fauna in the region between 24-27 October, as part of the Great Southern Bioblitz! 
 The Flow-MER Program will have a team at Fivebough Wetlands in Leeton on the 

24th of October, from 5.30pm onwards. Learn about water bugs, frogs, birds and all 
things great at Fivebough. Food will be provided. 

 Wagga Wagga Urban Landcare will also be hosting a bioblitz activity, 
 Join the project on iNaturalist: 
 Great Southern Bioblitz 2025: Murrumbidgee · iNaturalist 
    

mailto:strong.margaret@bigpond.com
mailto:ericwhiting4@bigpond.com
mailto:murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com
mailto:murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com
https://www.twitchathon.com.au/
mailto:murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/FlowMERprogram?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVYhn4iTPIxLBq4QU2OinJFZLkDnKiYY20F445RBFWOTXAyAOaSo76vZi1QOrgTr6Ajb7QrkH9IpzA972WUmfKpvJGcntNP6HSt5XgYLtPKQhp_Jo3e_BOjUSMSAmcERwQ-_dMoAmshymYzk92RURrHZLoW_A7U9xHer_5GeK5-IjXs8ArColjo74FCqR5IcBY&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/WaggaUrbanLandcare?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVYhn4iTPIxLBq4QU2OinJFZLkDnKiYY20F445RBFWOTXAyAOaSo76vZi1QOrgTr6Ajb7QrkH9IpzA972WUmfKpvJGcntNP6HSt5XgYLtPKQhp_Jo3e_BOjUSMSAmcERwQ-_dMoAmshymYzk92RURrHZLoW_A7U9xHer_5GeK5-IjXs8ArColjo74FCqR5IcBY&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/great-southern-bioblitz-2025-murrumbidgee

