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Welcome to May  

Another significant issue comes with my grateful thanks to all the contributors. I’m sure you’ll 

find plenty of interest. I’d like to make a special mention to Margaret Strong for sharing her 

study of the Swift Moth and Sarah Danckert for her probe into mistletoes. I’m sure you’ll be 

fascinated by these and other insights into nature. A reason to look more closely than just 

determining what species something is, Please share your findings with others. 

Nella Smith was the speaker at the monthly meeting and she showed a presentation about carp 

management in Australia. A major pest species allowed to get out of control and causing so much 

damage to our waterways. A number of control measures have been tried or developed but all 

have drawbacks. Hopefully a solution or solutions will eventually be found and passed by the 

numerous legal and ethical standards. Those who did not attend the meeting whether in person or 

by zoom missed a very informative talk.  Our thanks Nella. 

There are reports on both the field trips where the participants found plenty of interest despite the 

dry conditions. This month we will be visiting Currawannana State Forest, a Redgum and Cypress 

Forest and the Pulletop Nature Reserve with its mallee vegetation. You can find the details on the 

last page. For the meeting we have a Birdlife video Night Lights and Sleepless Flights. 

Enjoy your read and your month, Rowena.  

 

Vale Bill Draper  

It is with much sadness that we acknowledge the passing of one of our long term 
members, Bill Draper last week. He’d only recently celebrated his 100th birthday 
where a few members were able to catch up with him. He was a wealth of 
knowledge, particularly of the natural environment of the Leeton/Narrandera, where 
he lived all his life.  He loved sharing this knowledge along with stories of his life from 
earlier times. 

We feel privileged to have known you and benefitted from your natural history and 
history along with photography, He will be missed by so many people. Our sincere 
sympathy to his family. 

His funeral will be held on the 10th of May at 2:00 pm in St Peter’s Anglican Church in Leeton. 

Opinions expressed by authors are their own and do not necessarily represent the policies or views of the Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc.   
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Wirraminna with Dr Dave      5 April 2025 

At the field trip to Wirraminna, Saturday 5th April, we were able to have a really good look around the 
intensely planted areas & have morning tea before Dr Dave arrived. Some of the things that impress me 
about Wirraminna are: the variety of plants, mostly from the region, how the beds have been prepared - 
for the success of species requiring disparate soil (there are so many soil types between rocky outcrops and 
river redgum forests), nutrient and water availability, boundary between garden and path being 
repurposed limbs maintaining nutrients and habitat, the architecture of the site moving from house garden 
- leaky weir - creek - wetland - woodland - grassland - demonstration Climate Ready plots, and then on the 
way out to the woodlands there is the seed production and propagation area.  

The Climate Ready 
plots are shaped like 
pieces of a pie. Each 
woodland community 
plot gives a touch, 
smell & see slice of 
White Box, Yellow Box, 
Grey Box, Callitris 
mixed and Boree 
Woodlands. I look 
forward to seeing 
them again in 10 and 
20 years. The 3D visual 
really helps me 
understand each 
vegetation community 
conceptually and I 
think will help me to 
recognise and identify 

each when I'm in them out bush. It also makes me realise just how many plant communities there are in 
our region e.g. there are six at Livingstone National Park, and none of those are listed here. 

Dave Watson is well known for his knowledge of native mistletoe and since finding out that he was able to 
"plant" mistletoe successfully on the Plane Trees in Melbourne, I was keen 
to find out how to plant them at the Wagga Wagga Botanic Gardens. There 
are Box, Drooping, Fleshy - this one infects other mistletoe (parasite-
parasite or mistletoe-mistletoe), Grey - acacia specialist, Creeping - on 
redgums and a Kurrajong mistletoe. Given the seed is dispersed by birds, I 
checked with Dave about avoiding mistletoes from other areas as they 
could spread into the nearby bushlands. He agreed. Then I needed to 
know the how. To harvest the seed, you have to beat the birds to the berry 
- I now have some bags on a Box mistletoe Amyema miquelii. Pick the fruit 
once ripe and store it in the fridge (for up to 6 months) until ready to 
"plant". Once the skin of the fruit is disrupted, the seed germinates, so it 
needs to be positioned within minutes, to the underside of a finger thick 
branch of a eucalypt for the Box mistletoe. The fruit comes with its own 
"glue", remember that that's why the Mistletoe bird has to wipe it off its 
vent. Expect about 1 in 8 to be successful.  

There is so much more I could report. Best I just encourage you to visit 
yourself, any time of year, the volunteers are there on Wednesdays and there 
is lots of information on their website. Otherwise, some snippets from Dr 
Dave will be referenced in future newsletter posts. 

Sarah Danckert  

There were more birds than those in the link, I couldn't focus on both Dave Watson and the birds.  

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=10270581&h=c015d83f  

Bags around Box mistletoe 
Amyema miquelii until the 
fruit is ripe for harvest  

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=10270581&h=c015d83f
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Excursion to Jacks Creek, Cocoparras National Park        12 April 2025  

We all arrived at the Jacks Creek picnic area at 9am for the walk through the gorge and up along the top 
back to the picnic area, a 2.4km return walk. It was a perfect Autumn sunny day. There were many birds 
seen and heard, especially through the gorge.  

A special highlight was noticing the Jewel Beetles’ skeletons of 
metallic iridescent colours found on the ground all the way along 
our walk. Dionee noticed an odd looking Centipede, and on closer 
inspection it was carrying a bug that went down between the small 
rocks and started munching on it.  

We came across 3 well 
used Wombat burrows in 
the gorge. One a little 
way up in the rocks 
where Lisa and Arlen, my 
grandson climbed to check if it was and is still 
habituated. 

Another highlight was that the National Park's Ranger caught up 
with us and mentioned the Peregrine Falcon nesting place and 
the best viewing seat /spot at the beginning of the walking track 
up the side of the gorge. It didn't disappoint as the Falcon was 
there sitting partly behind the rock ledge. Later on, at the new 
viewing deck Reanna noticed a very fast flying bird of the Falcon 
size in the distant south 
before it flew behind the 
rocky outcrop. We missed 
seeing it..... 

The track had been up-
graded slightly with a few wooden boards replaced, and along the top it 
has been diverted away from the original first lookout to the second 
lookout with a newly installed composite walkway to a safer fenced 
platform.  

 

 

 

It took us nearly 3 hours to complete the walk instead of 1.5 to 2hrs as stated on 
the information board which has been revamped and also great explanation 
plaques all along the track (photos). We were ready for a good rest and lunch. 

After lunch we dispersed, some to Woolshed Flat camping area, Nella and Glenn, 
the late commers stayed for their walk and some of us went up to the Mt. Bingar 
lookout. There was a disappointing haze looking out over the flats. I led them 
down the road/ track to where the Autumn Greenhoods (Pterostylis sp.B) are 
normally found as a prolific patch. This time only one was found. Great find John!  
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There was very little vegetation in all areas of the hills due to the long dry summer season. There was the 
Cranberry Heath (Astroloma humififusum) just surviving but very little else. The bushes and trees were 
holding up well. 

Bird list compiled by Reanna and Sarah.: Kookaburra (H) Splendid Fairywren, Peregrine Falcon, Spiny-
cheeked Honeyeater, Singing Honeyeater(H), White-plumed Honeyeater, Yellow Thornbills (3), Inland 
Thornbills, White-browed Babblers (7), Grey Shrike-thrush, Grey Butcherbird, Grey fantail, Australian 
Raven, Eastern Yellow Robin (2), Silvereye, Mistletoebird.  

In addition, Willie Wagtail, Crested Pigeons, Mulga Parrots and Australian Ringnecks were sighted on the 
road in. 

Virginia Tarr 

 

Member Observations / Items  

From Virginia Tarr: This Three-lined Knob-tailed Gecko was found at our shed off Mallinson Rd, Lake 
Wyangan when cleaning up. It was about 10cms and looked like it was fed well on the wood infesting 
termites. 

Nephrurus levis, commonly known as the Three-lined Knob-tailed 
Gecko, Smooth Knob-tailed Gecko, or Common Knob-tailed Gecko, is 
a native Australian gecko species. The smooth knob-tailed gecko is 
part of the Carphodactylidae family, a family endemic to Australia. A 
common, alternative, name for this family is Barking geckos due to 
the loud barks they make during threat displays, which includes 
swaying their bodies, winding their tail and attacking with an open 
mouth. There are multiple sub-species of Nephrurus levis, these 
include N.l. levis, N.l. occidentalis and N.l. pibarenis. Its aboriginal 
name is Illchiljera.  

Ref: Wikipedia publishers.  

 

 

From Rowena Whiting 

The name of the giant fungus seen at Duncans 
Creek, Cocoparra National Park is Phlebopus 
marginatus.  

It is a bolete fungus which have their spore 
bearing layers within down-pointing tubes in 
fleshy caps. 

According to Bruce Fuhrer's book, A Field Guide 
to Australian fungi it is widespread around 
Eucalypt trees. Appears at any time of the year 
after rains. He states that they can get up to 1 
metre across and one western Victorian 
specimen weighed 29kg! It is Australia’s largest 
terrestrial fungus. 

Photo was taken in June 2017.  

 

This photo by Janet Hume shows the Rufous 
Whistler (f) with her catch, an adult Swift Moth 
(f). See next page for article   

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carphodactylidae
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Swift Moth Season  

On our recent walk along Jack’s Creek 
gorge, we noticed a large pupal shell 
(pictured) laying on the ground. I 
recognized it as belonging to a Swift 
Moth or Ghost Moth (Hepialidae 
family), which would have emerged 
during the last rainfall there several 
weeks earlier.  

The likely species in the Griffith region 
is Abantiades atripalpis (pictured), 
though we were far too late after its 
emergence to see the beautiful adult 
moth. They typically emerge on a rainy 
night in autumn and, after mating, the 
females spray large numbers of fertilized eggs onto the wet ground 
before setting off on a long, fast flight to perhaps wherever the wind 
takes them. They are unusual in not targeting specific plant species on 
which to lay their eggs. 

After hatching, the tiny larvae live in leaf litter and feed on fungus or 
algae before growing strong enough to dig an underground tunnel to 
feed on the outer layer of Eucalyptus roots for most of their lives, which 
could be for several years. When almost 
mature, the caterpillars move up towards the 
soil surface and pupate, ready to emerge as 
an adult.  

Their large size, beautiful markings, massed 
adult emergence and frantic flights through 
the night have attracted attention from 
humans throughout history. There are various 
genera and many species of Hepialidae in 
Australia, which is one of three world 
hotspots for these so called ‘primitive’ moths. A great 
diversity of colours and wing patterns also exist. The long 
scales on the abdomen of these moths appear ‘woolly’ and 
keep them warm and dry enough to fly around in wet, cold 
conditions. 

In the following week I noticed Abantiades pupal shells in 
Whitton beneath Eucalypts and amongst Allocasuarina 
verticillata after light overnight rain. The freshly opened 

tunnels and 
protruding shells 
were of interest 
to magpies, 
which pulled 
them out to 
check for 
anything edible. 
Virginia Tarr also 
noticed pupal 
shells and tunnels 
in Griffith 
beneath 
Eucalyptus trees.  

 
Above: Abantiades pupal shell, 8cm 
long, Jack's Creek  
Left: Abantiades pupal shell, as the 
adult moth left it 
Below Abantiades tunnel with lid, 
between A. verticillata + under 
eucalypts, Whitton 
Below left: Abantiades atripalpis 
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Janet Hume saw an adult Swift Moth (f) in Wagga next to its predator, a Rufous Whistler (f), in early April 
(pictured). 

There are a variety of names, old and new, for these 
moths. The scientific Family name, Hepialidae, means 
‘fever’ which is probably for their frantic flight. 
‘Abantiades’ genus name means the descendants of a 
mythical Greek King, referring to their size and strength. 
The species name ‘atripalpis’ describes the black / dark 
labial palps which can be seen protruding from the face 
(moth pictured on man’s hand). Other species not 
currently recorded on Austalia’s Living Atlas (ALA) no 
doubt exist in our region, though there are no known 
common names specifically for any of our local species. 
Thankfully we have Latin names! 

The common name ‘Swift’ is reported as obvious to 
anyone who has seen them fly. The name of ‘Ghost’ is 
from a British moth that has a white male that flies at 
dusk. ‘Rain Moth’ is another popular and logical common 
name for the Family. 

In Australia, Abantiades genus are sometimes called 
‘Bardi’ moths and the Bardi caterpillars are said to be traditional food for First Nations people. This could be 
a more modern name in eastern Australia as ‘Bardi’ also refers to a beetle larva from Western Australia.       

Margaret Strong 

References used for information are: 

Splendid Ghost Moths and their allies: a revision of Australian Abantiades, Oncopera, Aenetus, 
Archaeoaenetus, ans Zelotypia (Hepialidae) by Thomas J Simonsen, CSIRO Publishing, 2018. 

Moths in the ACT, by Glenn Cocking, Susie Bond and Ted Edwards. Published by Glenn Cocking, 2022. 

iNaturalist for Griffith and Wagga species reported in recent years. 

ALA for A. atripalis distribution in NSW 

 

MFN 2025 Environmental Fund Grants 

Three applications were received for this year’s grants. Our grant sub-committee deemed they all met the 
criteria, were all worthy and were happy to award them all. 

The successful applicants were – 

Currawananna Forest First Nations, Allies, Advocates, Friends, and Landcare Group Inc. with their 

“Currawananna Forest Tree Planting Project July 2025”. This association will be planting over 1000 
trees and shrubs in partnership with NSW Forestry Corporation in a 5ha. block of Currawarna State Forest. 

New South Wales Malleefowl Recovery Group with their “NSWMRG Promotional Video” project. 
The group aims to produce a video to educate the public on what they do and encourage more volunteers 
to join their Malleefowl conservation efforts. 

Narrandera Landcare with their “Narrandera Landcare’s Wetlands Brochure Reprint”. Narrandera 
Landcare produced and printed a new brochure on the Narrandera Wetlands in 2023. The brochure 
highlights the history of the site, the birds and fauna found there, as well as the educational opportunities it 
affords. The brochure has been very popular, and the group would like to renew their stock.  

MFN wish all the applicants every success with their projects and look forward to hearing about the results. 

Glenn Currie 
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Mistletoes in the Cocoparras National Park 

Glenn, Nella and I camped at Woolshed Flat campground and the following morning Nella and I went 
further downstream in the catchment. At the campground I loved hearing the melodious Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeater, and of note there were two Brown Treecreepers and two 
Dusky Woodswallows. The Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater was feeding on the 
seeds of the Buttterbush Pittosporum phylliraeoides. The trees were 
encrusted with hard orange fruit, some ripe and open, revealing the seeds 
which are coated with a sticky substance that acts as a germination 
inhibitor. Passage through the Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, the substance is 
removed. Singing Honeyeaters and Red Wattlebirds also feed on them (Ref: 
N. Bonney, What Seed is that? 1994).  

Nella had checked the dam, however it was empty. The Park really was dry. 
At Jack's Creek, I had noticed a yurana, Yellow Box Eucalyptus melliodora 
had shed many of its buds.  

After leaving camp, we stopped just in time to see a small mixed flock with 
Turquoise Parrots at a grassland beside the road. As we walked through the 
Grassy woodland, we located three species of mistletoe. It was in these 
trees where the most bird activity was seen. Most of the Box Mistletoe 
Amyema miquelii had finished flowering and had fruits ripening.  

Grey Mistletoe Amyema quandang is primarily a parasite of Acacias. This 
one has parasitised Yarran Acacia homalophylla. I love the no fuss 
candelabra-like arrangement of the buds before they open ........... Note 
the chalky, broader, shorter leaves - like its host.  

 

 

The third is the flashy Harlequin Mistletoe Lysiana exocarpi. With its 
leaves being similar to its host, these can be found on many trees, 
including Casuarinas and Acacias. Our last trick of the eye appeared to be 
two large butterflies circling one another while sallying behind, in front, 
beside us. Exhausted and landing on a low shrub, they were revealed as 
two Spotted Pardalotes, beautiful to see paused at close range.  

Sarah Danckert  

The full, small list of birds can be seen at this 
link https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=10270079&h=282dbe4b  

Yurana E. melliodora See PlantnetNSW https://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-
bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Eucalyptus~melliodora  

Butterbush and seeds  

Harlequin Mistletoe  

Grey Mistletoe on an Acacia homalophylla 

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=10270079&h=282dbe4b
https://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Eucalyptus~melliodora
https://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Eucalyptus~melliodora
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Progress at Flowerdale Lagoon - persistence pays off 

In  early January 2025, I notified Wagga Wagga City Council (WWCC) of vehicle tracks on the levee at 
Flowerdale Lagoon, leading to the walking track where there was the ash and coals of a recent campfire. I 
notified WWCC via the Snap Send Solve App. I referenced a notification six months earlier, of a previous fire 
on the track and vehicle access, likely through a poorly secured fence. 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/HMS1grKUDznWRq8F6 Again, the response from WWCC indicated no intention 
to remedy the situation. I thought carefully about the different sections of WWCC with interests at 
Flowerdale Lagoon and tried Rob Owers, Parks and Recreation Assets Officer. He invited me to take a walk 
through on location. I did warn him, I told him all the concerns I had identified and the actions people and 
groups had taken in the past 5 years to remedy or manage the problems: litter, silt, storm water wash out 
of the track, tyres dumped in the creek and lagoon, tree removal, fires and unauthorised vehicle access. 
When I suggested the gate on the levee could be moved 3 meters to prevent vehicle access, he said he'd 
see what he could do. Within the month, the gate had moved and the flimsy gate in my notification in 
August was replaced and improved. 

The gate on the left has been moved to narrow the gap so that vehicles cannot drive around it onto the 
levee. The gate on the right was removed from a redundant location and used aesthetically along with the 
rocks to ensure vehicle access is only available to those with a key. 

 

 

 

 

Before photo of the flimsy gate 

I have since made contact with a colleague who is a member of 
the Volunteer Rescue Association (VRA) who has offered to 
remove the 8 tyres in the Lagoon. The litter and silt from 
stormwater drains and stormwater track washouts remain to be 
solved. 

I encourage anyone to report any environmental issues to their 
local regulatory body. If you don't get a resolution, think again 
and send the concern to a different person or group. There will 
be a solution. 

Sarah Danckert 

  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/HMS1grKUDznWRq8F6
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Wagga Wagga Urban Landcare Group (WWULG) Platypus Project 

(funded in part with a MFN Environmental Fund Grant) 

This project was financed by grants from the Wagga Wagga City Council annual grants program, 
Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists and Wagga Wagga Urban Landcare Group.  

The project was initiated to raise awareness of the environmental importance of Flowerdale Lagoon and the 
effect littering can have on the biodiversity of the lagoon - the main premise being that any litter entering 
the pit drains in the Glenfield stormwater catchment area can end up in the lagoon where platypus have 
been spotted. 

The project was led by Wagga Wagga Urban Landcare Group (Ros Prangnell) with particular help from Jenny 
Hill (environmental educator), Sarah Danckert (Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists) and resources from Joanne 
Connelly (CSU). 

The project consisted of two parts: 

1) raising awareness of the Flowerdale Lagoon and 

platypus with a school in the catchment area, in this case, year 

5-6 (2024) from Ashmont Primary School. The students 

participated in drain spotting, a field trip to Flowerdale Lagoon 

and producing slogans and drawing of platypuses to use on 

stencils. 

2) stencilling of slogans and a drawing of platypus onto pit 

drains in the Glenfield and Ashmont areas by a professional 

signwriter. 

 

The slogans approved by WWCC were "Only Rain 
Down The Drain" (unknown source online) and 
"Keep It Clean, Platypus Downstream" (Ashmont 
student). 175 pit drains have been stencilled 
(e.g., Darri St, Tanda Place, Bardia St, Tobruk St.) 
The designs were completed by September 2024 
and the stencilling completed by February 2025.  

In September 2024, the drawings and stencil 
designs were displayed in the lobby of WWCC for 
biodiversity week by Christina Reid, WWCC 
Environmental Education Officer. The project was 
also promoted in Council News in the Daily 
Advertiser in September 2024, as well as through 
the WWULG, Murrumbidgee Landcare Inc. and 
Murrumbidgee Field Naturalist networks. 

The Daily Advertiser and Regional Riverina were 
contacted and resulting articles appeared online 
in the Regional Riverina online newspaper on 
24th Feb 2025 and the Daily Article on the 26th 
Feb 2025.  

The stencils are now with WWULG and can be 
reused for future re-stencilling. The artwork is 
available for future projects. 

 

Above: Ashmont Year 6 students Tahlira Gibbons & Alex Moran. Picture by Bernard Humphreys. DA-26/2/2025. 
Below: ErinEarth Environmental educator Jenny Hill, Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists president Sarah Danckert, 
Ashmont Public School teacher Ben White, Year 6 students Alex Moran and Tahlira Gibbons with Flowerdale 
Platypus Project manager Ros Prangnell. Picture by Bernard Humphreys. Regional Riverina-26/2/2025 
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These sightings are from members’ observations.  Please check with the relevant person before quoting any record. 

 

Significant sightings  

Swift Moth [1]   “Lilliput Farm” Rutherglen  30/03/25 Janet Hume 

 Abantiades genus (Bardi Moth) 

Brown Treecreeper [2]   Woolshed Flat Campground   12/4/25  G Currie, S Danckert 

Turquoise Parrot [10]   Woolshed Flat Trail     13/4/25  N Smith, S Danckert 

Dusky Woodswallow [2]  Woolshed Flat Trail    13/4/25 N Smith, S Danckert 

Fuscous Honeyeater [20]  Mates Gully Travelling Stock Route  18/4/25 Sarah Danckert 

Crested Shrike-tit [3]   Currawananna State Forest    26/4/25 Sarah Danckert 

Little Eagle [1]     Currawananna State Forest    26/4/25 Sarah Danckert 

Superb parrot [25]   Currawananna State Forest   26/4/25 Sarah Danckert 

Red-capped Robin [6]   Currawananna State Forest    26/4/25 Sarah Danckert 

Brown Treecreeper [4]   Mates Gully TSR    27/4/25 P Walker, S Danckert 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater [1]  Mates Gully TSR   27/4/25  P Walker, S Danckert 

Dusky Woodswallow   Mates Gully TSR    27/4/25  P Walker, S Danckert 

Restless Flycatcher [2]   Mates Gully TSR    27/4/25  P Walker, S Danckert 
  

Other sightings of note   These do not meet the criteria of significant sightings that the Committee are 

discussing – see Meeting minutes for details.  

Fuscous Honeyeater [30]               Mates Gully TSR 27/4/25  P Walker, S Danckert 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo[4]  Mates Gully TSR 27/4/25  P Walker, S Danckert 

Spotted Pardalote [2]                     Woolshed Flat Trail 13/4/25 N Smith, S Danckert 
Walking along the road, what seemed to be two aerial creatures, moving in a circling and darting butterfly-
like manner, came to rest on a low branch. They were two Spotted Pardalotes, dizzy or exhausted enough to 
pause a while for us to enjoy at close range. 

Sacred Kingfisher [1]        Currawananna State Forest        26/4/25 Sarah Danckert 
Interestingly, I’ve noticed just one Sacred Kingfisher remaining at several local wetlands. 
This image from BirdLife shows that on the Murrumbidgee and the Lachlan Rivers there are Sacred 
Kingfisher year round, not just as migrants in the breeding season. 

- https://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/sacred-kingfisher-todiramphus-sanctus#Ecology 
 

 
Compiled by Janet Hume, reviewed by Nella Smith.    

M E M B E R S ‘  S I G H T I N G S 
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Please note all outings are subject to weather conditions.  

Please register with the nominated person so they can be contacted if there is a change in arrangements. 
Registering also means that the leader is better able to plan activities. 
 

8 May Thursday Monthly Meeting in the Yellow Room at the Leeton Library, Sycamore St., 
Leeton commencing at 7pm.   

 Topic: Night Lights and Sleepless Flights a Birdlife video  
Bring along Show and Tell    

 Email: murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com 
 

11 May Sunday  Currawannana State Forest: Riverine Redgum and Cypress Forests 
 Meet at the Currawarna Cemetery, Old Narrandera Rd 10am.  

Bring lunch.  Note: there are no toilet facilities. 
Leader: Sarah Danckert murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com 

 
24 May Saturday Pulletop Nature Reserve – A small area of remnant mallee vegetation – 

plenty of mallee plants and birds, 
Meet at the gate at 10am 
Leader: Nella Smith  Email: nellasmith0@gmail.com  Phone 0428 890 537 
Nella intends to camp at Rankins Springs on the Friday night  

 
4 June  Wednesday     Copy for the June newsletter is due. Please send to Rowena. 
  Email: ericwhiting4@bigpond.com  Phone: 0429 726 120. 
 

 

Other Events  

MFN volunteering at Wagga Botanical Gardens – ongoing 

Complete a WWCC volunteer application form prior, contact Sarah 0427276306 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays 8am - contact Paul Walker  

2nd & 4th Fridays 8am - contact Sarah Danckert  

 
Fungi and Soil Health: An Underground Conversation workshops are being held by Murrumbidgee 
Landcare in May   

14th May Wagga Wagga.  

Learn about the Kingdom Fungi and principles of ID, ecological significance, cultural aspects and their use in 
land restoration from Alison Pouliot. Also be a part of an interactive soil pit discussion with Geoff Minchin, 
Local Land Services, including understanding and improving soil health. 

You can register or find out more here 

 

Thursday 15th May -  7pm, $20 Special Event Film: Antarctica-the Giant Awakens at the 

Roxy Theatre, Leeton. This will be the first time in a Regional Centre. By acclaimed Australian 

filmmaker, Liz Courtney, it sheds light on the looming threat to sea level rise. The rapidly changing 

Antarctic ice sheets present a significant danger to Australia, Oceania and Asia. The documentary 

follows a team of climate scientists as they embark on a mission to Antarctica.  

Book https://Leeton.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/146998 

Includes a  Q & A with director Liz Courtney as she shares her journey to Antarctica 

Presented by the Inner Wheel Club of Leeton with proceeds to their local projects. 

****  C O M I N G   E V E N T S  **** 
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