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Welcome to the June issue

How nice it was that we &e had a few lovely warm days to welcome Winter with  after a rather cool
May. The Club outing to Ken gal (The Rock) yesterday was well attended and much enjoyed from
all accounts d John and Greg have submitted the ir experiences for yout o share.

Quite a mixture of copy in this issue which is  great . A big t hank you to those who came to the
party after yesterday & day out! Also to Kathy & Phil, Nella, G lenn, Janet and Eric. Please
contribute anything you t hink may be of interest to others, just give me aring or email if you @e
not sure.

Kathy Tenison is taking on a new role of Story Capturing for Murrumbidgee Landcare. At the May
meeting s he thanked the Club for their support in working with her as Local Landcare Coordinator

for the Bidgee Irrigation District. We hope a new co-ordinator for the Irrigation area will be
appointed soon. We congratulated her on her appointment and wished her well. We look forward

to her continuing involvement with MFN.

World Environment Day 2023  will be over by the time you receive this. The theme this year is: It

is time to #BeatPlasticPollution. Ar emi nder t hat peopl ediuionaatters. dbhes on p
steps governments and businesses are taking to tackle plastic pollution are the consequence of

this action. It is time to accelerate this action and transition to a circular economy.

Enjoy your read and your month .

Rowena.

Please noteMembership subscriptionsre due on the 30" June

Please send your money to the Treasurer, Glenn Currie promptly to PO Box 541, Leeto
2705 or make a bank transféreferred)i 2 G KS acCbQa o6lyl I 002 dj
using the current account BSB082 672 account no. 72204338 Make sureyou include your
name and description of payment.

There is no change to odnnual Subscriptions:
Family $45.00Adult/Single $35.00 Journal only/Concession  $25.00

Any gueriesGlenncan be contacted 06488 563 321
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A Tumut Weekend Away

Tumut is amazing when you have 10 sets of eyes checking out who lives where and detecting who's singing
what songs in which trees. Moving into a new area for the weekend we were privy to what Tumut has to
offer with new nature experiences.

Having Bernadé¢ from Murrumbidgee Landcare as our guide was a real bonus. Taking us to all her
favourite flora and fauna hot spots. Knowing who lives
GKSNB Aa | 3INBFG aiAtt [y RSRaeE Qe TuniutWetBnd I NS | G LINA

We started with Pizzas on Friday night (thanks
Bernie). On Sarday we visited Tumut wetlands
meandering our way through the landscape. A
great mix of woodland and wetland birds. Red
browed Finches, Scrub Wrens and Crimson
Rosella's kept us thoroughly entertained. As we
walked along the river, we kept an eye out for
possible sightings of Platypus in the steady watg
among the logs and debris in the fdkiwing .
Tumut River. Having Joanne with us to checkout™
possible sites was great. Margaret was lucky to |
catch a glimpse of one. :

We then headed off to the State Fordet a view ‘
of Eastern Spinebills, Satin Bowerbirds and z
Yellowfaced Honeyeaters. All the recent rain i .
meant the mosses and lichen kept Eric more than happy. The fungi with all its shapes and sizes were a real
thrill. As we left the forest, we saw a bird stimg along the forest floor which was a Spotted Quail Thrush,

a beautiful bird.

2S (KSYy KSIRSR (2 51@SQa LXII0OS Ay .lFidftz2e¢ G2 fSINy
dam. The fire seemed to move around the dam and unlike many dam§inth NS G KS g G4 SNJ A )
remained clear when many others were blackened by ash run off reducing their quality.

51 ¢SQa LXFyGAy3d yR FSyOAy3d 2F GKS RIY ¢l & FdzyRIY
home for the now resident Platypuss Ave stood by the dam on que up popped the platypus still loving
Rakalj on bankof Tumut River the spring and creek fed dam.

What a treat on Sunday morning to see a Rakali spotted
by Geoff on the banks of the Tumut River indulging on a
40cm fish completely unphased by our presence.
Several Ducks were trying to see what was going on at
the bank, but the Rakali was oblivious to them. A phone
call to the group had us all on the edge of the River

2% Watching the Otteslike local devour his breakfast.

After breakfast off to Flat Rock alorget Goobagandra
Road. As we walked along the edge of the road, we
found a Whitethroated Tree Creeper and an Eastern
Yellow Robin. Sadly, rain turned us back to the cars and
off to the Thomas Boyd Track Head where we dived for
cover from the rain and warmegp with hot beverages.
We found Wombat Dens and pIenty of evidence on the bridge that they live in the area and probably
compete for territory.

Our last stop was the Tumut nursery where we discovered the wheelhouse of botany in motion, where the
seeding 6 biodiversity begins. Where we can change the way we do business on farm and in our
communities. They just need to be purchased, planted and nurtured to maturity where they can provide
homes and food for our native animals, be they platypus, birds, beasyother local. Local plants mean

local food and local homes that satisfy local animals. A bit like us really loving local produce.
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Thanks again to all those who attended particularly Bernie and Dave for being our guides. Autumn in Tumut
was well wortha visit.

Kathy and Phil TenisonPhotos by Kathy.

Janet Hume ha also visited this area recentlyere iswhat she saw

Birding on the Goob

lain and | recently spent 3 very relaxing days on the Goobarrgandra River. We saw 30 species of birds
during our stay(many repeated sightings) at Robynes River Retreat.

We saw another 5 species when exploring up the valley assf&im Grove Mt Retreat.

The highlights were a flock of 30 pl@dangGang who flew acrosthe valley at Thomas Boyd Trackhead. A
group of KindParrots feeding in and under a deciduous tree along the road at EIm Grouet®nretreat
and a family of doublbarred finches at Robynes. Accordindtalife they are not normally seen in the
area, although a neighbour said they were frequent visitors to her gaitferwatched them daily feeding
in a mixed flock withiRed-browed Fnches, Superb Fairy-wrens, Yellow-rumped Thornbills and even 8Blame
Robin on one occasion.

Bird list.

Australasian Grebe, Australian King Parrot, Australia Magyistralian Raven, Australian Wood Duck,
CommonBlackbird, Common Starling, Crimson Rosella, Debdie=d FinchFlame Rbin, Galah, Laughing
Kookaburra, Little pied Cormorant, Magpie Lark, New Holkldorteyeater, Pacific Black Duck, Pied
Currawong, Redirowed Finch, Satin Bowerbird, Silege, SulphucrestedCockatoo, Superlbairy-wren,
Weebill, Welcome3vallow, Whte-browed Scrubwren, Whiteplumed Honeyeater, WillidNVagtail, Yellow
Thornbill, YellomrumpedThornbill, Yellowtailed Cockatoo, EasteriYellow Robin, Greyhrike-thrush,
White-throated Treecreeper, Gang Gangoldenwhistler.

Janet Hume

Searchfor Large Hollow Bearing Treas the Brobeneh Hills- 20May 2023

We followed a small creek line for a few hours recording any Iarge trees
fA1Ste t221Ay3 K2ff2gad ¢KSNB 4S5
lower down the slope where soil is deeper. Unfortunately many of these
have been coppiced and
became nulti-stemmed.
Some large stumps
remain and these would
have beenlie present
Glossie Blackollows

Vegetationin generalwas
typical of vegetation
found in the Narrandera
Hills and the Brobenah
Hills but considering the
' time of the year much of
the smdler vegetation was not readily seen for a full flora lidtere were

large thickets ofAllocasuarinaverticillata (Hill Sheoak) some with seed suitable
for Glossie Blacks

Photos by Grabm Russell
Spider:Nephila Spp

Bird List Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote Australian Grebe Brown Treecreeper

Grey Fantdi Weebill Grey Shrike Thrush

Quail sp Redcapped Robin Silvereye

Spotted Pardalote Australian Raven

Nella Smith
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Kengalt The Rock Field Trip 4 June 2023
LeadersJohn Smith, Dick Green

23 people from Wagga, Narrandera & Leeton took a very enjoyable walk at KeffgaRocksouth of
Wagga Wagga.

Dick Green started off with a Welcome to Coungrgplaining that Kengal is a Place of Significance to the
Wiradjuri people.He asked that we all treat the area with respect.

He showed what is most probably a scar tree, a Stringybark close to the Reserve entrance.
Wethen we split into 2 groups to walkDickled one group orthe Yerong track

John took the other group up towards the Towers. Some of us were stopped very quickly blyasgme
AutumnOrchids many past their best but some fine examples were found. Wahlenbergias were next, then
a RedHeaded Mouse Spider walked down the path for all to see. Showy Isotomes were in prime condition.

EchidnaMallee Mouse
Spider, Grevillea floriburda

Beyond a band of clossgpaced Drooping
Sheoaks was grassy wdodl Yy R 2 ¥ 5cang & a3 thereva® Rchidna
was spotted and posed for photos. Gooderaés weren flower.

We were then nearing the Towegssteep cliffs favoured by roelimbers,
somein action at the time. There was no evidence of Peredfaleons,
known to nest in the area.

Four people continuedn the much rougher track alorige bottom of the

cliff line to the ridgetop. Woolly Ragwort was found (not flowering) just at
the cliff base, and som@revillea floribundadamples growing fromracks in
the clif-face. A WedegrtailedEagle was seen riding the air currents south of
the ridge.

The group returned via a new track that diverted frahe Towers Walk, and
wound down to join theYerong track, 200mdstof the carpark.
- R . . :

b
oy

It was quite noiceable that
vegetation varied with slope and |
aspect. There were distinct bands
of overstorey and understorey
species.

After lunch and chat in the shelter
shed, we gathered at a spot in thg
sun so that the two groups could §
share their experiencesee righ). k.

John Smith
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