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Welcome to the June issue  

How nice it was that we õve had a few  lovely warm days to welcome Winter with  after a rather cool 

May.  The Club outing to Ken gal (The Rock) yesterday was well attended  and much enjoyed from 

all accounts ð John and Greg have submitted the ir experiences for you t o share.  

Quite a mixture of copy in this issue which is great . A big t hank you to those who came to the 

party after yesterday õs day out ! Also to Kathy & Phil, Nella, G lenn, Janet and Eric. Please 

contribute anything  you t hink may be of interest to others,  just  give me a ring or email if youõre 

not sure.  

Kathy Tenison is taking on a new role of Story Capturing for Murrumbidgee Landcare. At the May 

meeting she thanked the Club for their support in working with her as Local Landcare Coordinator 

for the Bidgee Irrigation District. We hope a new co-ordinator for the Irrigation area will be 

appointed  soon. We congratulated her on her appointment and wished her well. We look forward 

to her continuing involvement with MFN.  

World Environment Day 2023 will be over by the time you receive this. The theme this year is: It 

is time to #BeatPlasticPollution.  A reminder that peopleõs actions on plastic pollution matters. The 

steps governments and businesses are taking to tackle plastic pollution are the consequence of 

this action.   It is time to accelerate this action and transition to a circular economy.  

Enjoy your read and your month . 

Rowena.  

Opinions expressed by authors are their own and do not necessarily represent the policies or views of the Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc.   
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Australasian Darter, Tumut Wetland 

Rakali, on bank of Tumut River 

A Tumut Weekend Away       

Tumut is amazing when you have 10 sets of eyes checking out who lives where and detecting who's singing 
what songs in which trees. Moving into a new area for the weekend we were privy to what Tumut has to 
offer with new nature experiences.  

Having Bernadette from Murrumbidgee Landcare as our guide was a real bonus. Taking us to all her 
favourite flora and fauna hot spots. Knowing who lives 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƪƛƭƭ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜǊΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴΦ  

We started with Pizzas on Friday night (thanks 
Bernie). On Saturday we visited Tumut wetlands 
meandering our way through the landscape. A 
great mix of woodland and wetland birds. Red-
browed Finches, Scrub Wrens and Crimson 
Rosella's kept us thoroughly entertained. As we 
walked along the river, we kept an eye out for 
possible sightings of Platypus in the steady water 
among the logs and debris in the fast-flowing 
Tumut River. Having Joanne with us to checkout 
possible sites was great. Margaret was lucky to 
catch a glimpse of one. 

We then headed off to the State Forest for a view 
of Eastern Spinebills, Satin Bowerbirds and 
Yellow-faced Honeyeaters. All the recent rain 
meant the mosses and lichen kept Eric more than happy. The fungi with all its shapes and sizes were a real 
thrill. As we left the forest, we saw a bird scooting along the forest floor which was a Spotted Quail Thrush, 
a beautiful bird.  

²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ .ŀǘƭƻǿ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ нлнл ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 
dam. The fire seemed to move around the dam and unlike many dams in thŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ŘŀƳ 
remained clear when many others were blackened by ash run off reducing their quality.  

5ŀǾŜΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƴŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŘŀƳ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
home for the now resident Platypus. As we stood by the dam on queue up popped the platypus still loving 

the spring and creek fed dam.  

What a treat on Sunday morning to see a Rakali spotted 
by Geoff on the banks of the Tumut River indulging on a 
40cm fish completely unphased by our presence. 
Several Ducks were trying to see what was going on at 
the bank, but the Rakali was oblivious to them. A phone 
call to the group had us all on the edge of the River 
watching the Otter-like local devour his breakfast.  

After breakfast off to Flat Rock along the Goobagandra 
Road. As we walked along the edge of the road, we 
found a White-throated Tree Creeper and an Eastern 
Yellow Robin. Sadly, rain turned us back to the cars and 
off to the Thomas Boyd Track Head where we dived for 
cover from the rain and warmed up with hot beverages. 

We found Wombat Dens and plenty of evidence on the bridge that they live in the area and probably 
compete for territory. 

Our last stop was the Tumut nursery where we discovered the wheelhouse of botany in motion, where the 
seeding of biodiversity begins. Where we can change the way we do business on farm and in our 
communities. They just need to be purchased, planted and nurtured to maturity where they can provide 
homes and food for our native animals, be they platypus, birds, bees or any other local. Local plants mean 
local food and local homes that satisfy local animals. A bit like us really loving local produce. 
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Photos by Graham Russell 
Spider: Nephila Spp,  
Spotted Pardalote 
Spotted Pardalote 
 
 

Thanks again to all those who attended particularly Bernie and Dave for being our guides. Autumn in Tumut 
was well worth a visit. 

Kathy and Phil Tenison.  Photos by Kathy. 

 

Janet Hume has also visited this area recently, here is what she saw.  

Birding on the Goob 

Iain and I recently spent 3 very relaxing days on the Goobarrgandra River. We saw 30 species of birds 
during our stay (many repeated sightings) at Robynes River Retreat.  

We saw another 5 species when exploring up the valley as far as Elm Grove Mt Retreat. 

The highlights were a flock of 30 plus Gang Gang who flew across the valley at Thomas Boyd Trackhead. A 
group of King Parrots feeding in and under a deciduous tree along the road at Elm Grove Mountain retreat 
and a family of double barred finches at Robynes. According to birdlife they are not normally seen in the 
area, although a neighbour said they were frequent visitors to her garden. We watched them daily feeding 
in a mixed flock with Red-browed Finches, Superb Fairy-wrens, Yellow-rumped Thornbills and even a Flame 
Robin on one occasion. 

Bird list. 

Australasian Grebe, Australian King Parrot, Australia Magpie , Australian Raven, Australian Wood Duck, 
Common Blackbird, Common Starling, Crimson Rosella, Double-barred Finch, Flame Robin, Galah, Laughing 
Kookaburra, Little pied Cormorant, Magpie Lark, New Holland Honeyeater, Pacific Black Duck, Pied 
Currawong, Red-browed Finch, Satin Bowerbird, Silvereye, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Superb Fairy-wren, 
Weebill, Welcome Swallow, White-browed Scrubwren, White-plumed Honeyeater, Willie Wagtail, Yellow 
Thornbill, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Yellow-tailed Cockatoo, Eastern Yellow Robin, Grey Shrike-thrush, 
White-throated Treecreeper, Gang Gang, Golden Whistler. 

Janet Hume  
 

Search for Large Hollow Bearing Trees in the Brobenah Hills - 20 May 2023 

We followed a small creek line for a few hours recording any large trees with 
ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƭƻǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƎǊƻǿ 
lower down the slope where soil is deeper. Unfortunately many of these 

have been coppiced and 
became multi-stemmed. 
Some large stumps 
remain and these would 
have been the present 
Glossie Black hollows.  

Vegetation in general was 
typical of vegetation 
found in the Narrandera 
Hills and the Brobenah 
Hills, but considering the 
time of the year much of 

the smaller vegetation was not readily seen for a full flora list. There were 

large thickets of Allocasuarina verticillata (Hill She-oak), some with seed suitable 
for Glossie Blacks.  

Bird List 

Striated Pardalote   Australian Grebe  Brown Treecreeper 
Grey Fantail   Weebill    Grey Shrike Thrush 
Quail sp   Red-capped Robin  Silvereye 
Spotted Pardalote  Australian Raven  

Nella Smith 
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Echidna, Mallee Mouse 
Spider, Grevillea floribunda 

Kengal �t The Rock Field Trip       4 June 2023 

Leaders: John Smith, Dick Green 

23 people from Wagga, Narrandera & Leeton took a very enjoyable walk at Kengal ς The Rock, south of 
Wagga Wagga.   

Dick Green started off with a Welcome to Country, explaining that Kengal is a Place of Significance to the 
Wiradjuri people.  He asked that we all treat the area with respect. 

He showed what is most probably a scar tree, a Stringybark close to the Reserve entrance. 

We then we split into 2 groups to walk.   Dick led one group on the Yerong track. 

John took the other group up towards the Towers.  Some of us were stopped very quickly by some Large 
Autumn Orchids, many past their best but some fine examples were found.  Wahlenbergias were next, then 
a Red-Headed Mouse Spider walked down the path for all to see.  Showy Isotomes were in prime condition.  

Beyond a band of close-spaced Drooping 
Sheoaks was grassy woodƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ 5ǿȅŜǊΩǎ wŜŘ Gum.  It was there an Echidna 
was spotted and posed for photos.  Goodenias also were in flower.   

We were then nearing the Towers ς steep cliffs favoured by rock-climbers, 
some in action at the time.  There was no evidence of Peregrine Falcons, 
known to nest in the area.   

Four people continued on the much rougher track along the bottom of the 
cliff line to the ridgetop.  Woolly Ragwort was found (not flowering) just at 
the cliff base, and some Grevillea floribunda samples growing from cracks in 
the cliff-face.  A Wedge-tailed Eagle was seen riding the air currents south of 
the ridge.  

The group returned via a new track that diverted from The Towers Walk, and 
wound down to join the Yerong track, 200m East of the carpark. 

 
 

It was quite noticeable that 
vegetation varied with slope and 
aspect.  There were distinct bands 
of overstorey and understorey 
species. 

After lunch and chat in the shelter 
shed, we gathered at a spot in the 
sun so that the two groups could 
share their experiences (see right).   

John Smith 


