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         The Murrumbidgee Naturalist 

Objectives 

To facilitate and promote the knowledge of natural history, and to encourage 
the preservation and protection of the Australian natural environment, 

especially that of the Murrumbidgee River Valley 

Itõs wattle time 

Golden Wattle Acacia pycnantha  

Hedge Wattle Acacia paradoxa  

Spreading Wattle Acacia genist ifolia  

Taken at San Isidore by Rowena Whiting  

"embrace all living creatures  

and the  whole of nature  

and its beauty ó 
~ Albert Einstein    
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Welcome to August  

Signs of Spring are emerging though the sun is still elusive; what a cold, gloomy Winter this 

has been. As you can see from the photos in this issue , some plants are flowering and many 

are in bud. At San Isidore last Sunday the wattles certainly stood out  - hence the cover.    

With various COVID -19 restrictions in place our travelling out of the local area has reverted 

to a wait and see approach making it hard to  organise future events. As far as this coming 

month is concerned do make sure you register all participants so the leader isnõt faced with 

dealing with extra people at the meeting place eg . 2 separate walks /meeting place  if numbers 

are over 10. Masks should be worn.  That does not mean we cannot enjoy our time out in the 

bush together.  See you there.  

Rowena.  
 

From my inbox / Items of interest  

From Meredith Billington  

I just came across this very interesting article ς sulphur crested cockatoos in Sydney have learned to 
open bins ς a unique practice passed on through social learning apparently. 
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2021/07/cockatoos-are-teaching-each-
other-how-to-open-bins/ 

You may find the following items of interest; they are links to the Murrumbidgee Landcare web site. 

Cultural Burning Guide (Nari Nari Tribal Council) ς This document was developed to clearly outline the 
fire management responsibilities of the Nari Nari Tribal Council, and to give instructions to the various 
annual tasks needed to re-introduce this important cultural practice. When done well, cultural burning 
helps prevent fire risks, rejuvenate local flora, protect native animal habitat and help manage pest 
plants. 

Bird watching for beginners (Connecting Country) - This online resource is designed to help beginners 
improve their birdwatching skills. The topics covered include: spotting birds, noticing the feature of 
birds, identifying birds, recording bird sightings, and using binoculars. The page includes links to other 
useful resources as well.  

Opinions expressed by authors are their own and do not necessarily represent the policies or views of the Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc.   
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Kurrajong Recycling with Elizabeth Madden 

A big thank you to Elizabeth for coming over to Leeton to give us a run down on recycling in this region at 
our July meeting. Knowing what is rubbish and what is not is very important in the world we live in not only 
globally but on a local level.  

Recycling is a business in our region and like any other business it has to run 
efficiently and be safe for its employees particularly when many of the 
employees are disabled.  

Kurrajong has provided services for disabled people for over 60 years. It 
started out recycling only paper in Wagga. In its early days the company 
used to collect paper and cardboard from the roadside curb where people 
would leave a box filled with recycling for the collectors.  

Who would have thought it would turn into a business employing a 
supported workplace of 90 staff.  

They received 22,000 t of recyclable materials in 2019 from Councils, 
businesses and the community in six local council areas ς Wagga Wagga, 
Lockhart, Leeton, Griffith, Narrandera and Murrumbidgee. 

What astounds me is some of the simple things we can do to make the 
working life and the recycling process so much better at Kurrajong. For 

example if we take the lids off our bottles, rinse and drain them, the quality of the recycled product is much 
better. There is less likelihood that moisture pools in the containers as it encourages insect damage and 
poor quality recycling.  A bale of recycling is a bit like a bale of hay or wool, if it is contaminated it is not 
worth as much and in the extreme can be rejected.  

We learnt about Red Recycling which is all that light plastic and wrapping that comes off bread, chip 
packets and chocolate. This type of light wrapping can clog up the sorting rollers and stop the machine 
working for extended periods which is costly. Red recycling can be taken to Woolworths and Coles if they 
are in your town. If not don't put them in the recycling bin.  

{ŀŘƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǎǘƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ōƛƴǎΦ 5ƛǊǘy nappies, microwave ovens, clothes, 
shoes and metal machine parts are all things that shouldn't be put in recycling yellow bins. But still some 
people seem to think anything can be recycled. If in doubt don't put it in the yellow bin. Wire coat hangers 
and strapping from boxes will also cause problems for the machinery.  

Large quantities of webbing can be recycled by taking it to the Kurrajong facility in Chasten Street, Wagga.  

Glass was another surprise. Bottles are fine to recycle but don't put glass from windows or mirrors into the 
recycling bin. They have a different melting point and can therefore contaminate a bottle glass recycling 
batch. Don't worry about removing labels from bottles. They don't cause a problem.  

Some of the hardest objects to recycle are the multiple material products. Those products which have 
different types of material in them. For example spray bottles that have a squeeze spray top. The squeeze 
component has a metal spring in it that is not easy to remove and therefore should go into the normal 
household rubbish. So should containers where there is a mix of aluminium, cardboard and plastic. Oh and 
that really heavy cardboard with the plastic coating is not 
easy to recycle as there are two different materials in this 
product.  

Remember the best material to recycle is the product 
with only one material. This makes sense as it is a known 
quality and how it will react in the recycling process is 
predictable. Mixed materials react differently and 
therefore more of a problem.  

That is why when we in Australia, and for that matter all 
over the world are making packaging for any item it is 
best if the packaging is made from natural biodegradable 
materials that are easy to recycle.  
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Some States are further ahead than others e.g. banning single use plastic cutlery and straws. It is hoped in 
the future we will have a nation on board with recycling and packaging which has the environment 
foremost in its mind.  

Kurrajong recycling is open for tours with a group of up 
to 15 people. Elizabeth is busy visiting schools and 
preschools in the region as well. She visited Narrandera 
Public and Narrandera Landcare a month ago which 
was great. Thanks so much for coming again to our 
region Elizabeth. We all thoroughly enjoyed your visit 
and gained so much from your presentation. We had to 
mask up in these covid times and change our venue. 
Thank you Dionee and Graham. We hope you will come 
again next year Elizabeth and we can invite a few more 
people. If you would like more information on 
ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ rubbish and what's not? Visit 
Kurrajong Recycling. Good recycling really is big 
business. Let's get it right. For more information visit 
https://www.kurrajongrecycling.com.au/ 

Kathy Tenison 
 

Springvale Dam            4 July 2021  

!ǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎǾŀƭŜ 5ŀƳ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŎŀǎǘ ²ƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ 
seven  people braved the elements and were rewarded 
immediately, spotting a pair of nesting Galahs up high in a  
tree hollow. The water was busy with grey teal ducks and 
water heƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƭŜ ǎǿŀƳǇ ƘŜƴǎΨ  ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜ  ǎƘƻƴŜ 
bright among the reeds in the unexpected sunshine. 

 

Many Red Wattle birds were enjoying the 
flowering gums and, unexpectedly,  performed an 
aerial acrobatic display, perhaps as a show for the 
kurrawongs, magpies, lorikeets or  maybe for us ! 

 

 

A highlight of our morning was a large group of both 
Double-barred and Red-browed Finches entertaining 
us with their playful antics in the long grass and 
adjacent pine tree. 

Such a hidden gem in a semi urban landscape. 

Marilyn Esler 

Photos by Susan Campbell 

[Springvale Dam is off Plumpton Road, Tatton, Wagga 
Wagga, Ed.] 
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Outing to ά¸ŀǊǊŀōƛƳōƛέ in the Brobenah Hills                           10 July 2021  

What a difference a glorious day makes to an outing. This one compared with the Livingstone National Park 
one was exceptional for the weather and the members from Wagga, Griffith, Narrandera and Leeton 
thoroughly enjoyed the day, thanks to Andrew and Ana for their wonderful hospitality ς Ana for her lovely 
cake to begin the day with, and Andrew for his mountain goat-like agility in getting us all up and over the 
rocky hill into the Crown Reserve and back down for lunch. 

The group could be heard a mile off chatting all the way but some of us, including me, were more intent on 
the climb and saving our breath to make it to the top! 

Bird-ǿƛǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜŎƻƳŜǊǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǳǇ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ς Mulga 
Parrot, Mallee Ringneck, Red-rumps, White-browed Babblers and Double-barred Finch kept us all busy 
looking and photographing them as they wandered about the ground in search of seed.  

¢ƘŜ άǿŀǘŜǊŦŀƭƭέ ¢ƛŀ aŀǊƛŀ ǿŀǎ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ōǳǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
weeks back after the rain we had. Lots of evidence of wombats were visible on the track with scats dotted 
along as we walked. There were also signs of goats but Andrew has been busy chasing them down and 
dealing with the billys in the mob.  

The walkers finally got back to !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ƘƛƭƭǘƻǇ ƻŀǎƛǎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ !ƴŀ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳō 
had already set-up for lunch. It is such a special spot 
looking out over the countryside in the warm sunshine. 

After a very long lunch, Andrew led us down the rocky 
outcrops to where the wombats have burrows in under 
the rocks. We then moved on to where Andrew had 
seen Glossy Black Cockatoos feeding a few days 
before. Some of us heard one call briefly in the distance 
ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
for more chats and birding. 

Most of us left around 3 after a very challenging walk. 
Thanks again to Ana and Andrew for inviting us there for the outing. 

Bird List: 

Wood Duck Peaceful Dove Galah 
Glossy Black Cockatoo (H) Mallee Ringneck Red-rumped Parrot 
Mulga Parrot Welcome Swallow Red-capped Robin 
Jacky Winter Rufous Whistler Grey Shrike-thrush 
Grey Fantail Willie Wagtail White-browed Babbler 
Speckled Warbler Western Gerygone Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Inland Thornbill Brown Treecreeper Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater Silvereye Double-barred Finch 
Diamond Firetail (H) Magpie Australian Raven 

aŀȄ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ 
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Above ς Deanes Wattle, Waxflower, Wedge-
leaf Hopbush and Cypress Pine; moss (insert); 
Below -  a Waxflower  

Our Visit to Gillenbah State Forest     24 July 2021 

Did this forest exist in 1750 before Cook arrived ?  Of course it did. 

The site of Gillenbah State Forest was probably a 
woodland with a shrubby understorey and with 
cypress pine regeneration. 

In 1802 it was described as pine scrub which is 
likely to have been pine as a dominant species in 
association with box and a range of shrubby 
species.  

The forest has been grazed with sheep and cattle 
since then. The leasees were meant to control 
rabbits and maintain fences but maybe they 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ 
and rabbit infestation meant that Cypress Pine 
was a diminishing resource. Grazing changed the 
composition of native grasses.  

The stock compacted the ground and weeds infestation occurred around water points. The myxomatosis 
ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ƘŀŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ млул ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
witƘ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎŀƭ ǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ǌŀōōƛǘ ǿŀǊǊŜƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘΦ  

Intensive logging, destruction of shrubs (which were thought to harbour rabbits) ringbarking, mechanical 
and chemical destruction of box (grey, bimble and yellow box) and casuarina all considered useless timber 
also changed the nature of the forest.  

²ƛƭŘŦƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǇƛƴŜ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ȅǇǊŜǎǎ tƛƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
subject to a fire regime and the seedlings are allowed to grow for at least two seasons without having their 
heads nipped. Then it will grow like a weed.  

Now Gillenbah and Buckingbong State 
Forests are both considered to be medium to 
dense pine forests with a component of box 
and pine regeneration with a reduced species 
understorey. 

So what did we see in the western part?  

We saw a cleared, weedy area around the 
waterpoint. There were some very tall Grey 
and Bimble Box. I usually see these to be Y 
shaped but as they would have grown up 
with tall Cypress they must have grown tall to 
compete for light.  An area of Bulloak 
(Casuarina luemannii) with its wheel shaped 

seed pods has 
regenerated. The shrub 
understorey has also re-

generated in some parts. Senna artemisoides ( Zygophylla ssp)  
Acacia brachybotrya, hakeoides and deanii are dotted around the 
landscape. Philotheca difformis is regenerating well and there is 
more here to be seen than I have seen anywhere. A clump of 
Hakea tephrosperma has also regenerated. The Cypress Pine 
regeneration is very thick in parts interspersed with larger trees.  

The ground layer has native grasses Wallaby Grass and Spear 
DǊŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ wŀǘΩǎ ǘŀƛƭ /ƻǳŎƘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
Common Everlasting, Creeping Saltbush and Small leafed Saltbush 


