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         The Murrumbidgee Naturalist 

Objectives 

To facilitate and promote the knowledge of natural history, and to encourage 
the preservation and protection of the Australian natural environment, 

especially that of the Murrumbidgee River Valley 

When one tugs at a single thing 

in nature, he finds it attached  

to the rest of the world.  

John Muir.               

Tawny Frogmouth  

by Kathy Tenison  
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aǳǊǊǳƳōƛŘƎŜŜ CƛŜƭŘ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘΩǎ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ                                                        Jan 2021-Dec 2021 

As was discussed at the September meeting I am happy to put together a MFN calendar of some of 
your best photos of the last year or so.  As a first run I can do a 20 x 28cm calendar in Snapfish which 
will cost between $7.50 (price I paid with discount December last year) and $24 (full cost).  There is no 
volume discount.  If successful we could look at other volume printers to do next year which should be 
cheaper.  

I suggest that each member can submit up to 10 photos broadly relating to MFN ς  

Nominate the month each is most suitable for and a caption. 

We will also put in dates for MFN activities for 2021 and other related dates.  Kath Tenison has 
provided me with a listing of national or international dates i.e. World Wetland day.  

Please email the images to be considered to me by the 30 October at sjmcdougs@gmail.com   
or load into my google drive folder 
https://dr ive.google.com/drive/folders/1CCNkiI-b3HLUHPTawmsFHZDz2zZZMTCM?usp=sharing 

Sandra McDougall 

Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc. Office Bearers and Annual Subscriptions  
President:  Alan Whitehead 6959 3779              Editor:  Rowena Whiting    6953 2612 

Vice President:  Warrick Bradney            Committee:  Phil Tenison   6953 4869 
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Treasurer:  Ellené Schnell 0488 080 866   Website Co -ordinator : Kathy Tenison  6953 4869 
 

MEETINGS  ARE HELD ON THE SECOND THURSDAY EACH MONTH, EXCEPT JANUARY, AT THE  

Presbyterian Church, 23 Sycamore Street at 7 PM 

FIELD TRIPS  NORMALLY TAKE PLACE ON THE FOLLOWING WEEKEND. 
 
 

INTENDING NEW MEMBERS, GUESTS AND VISITORS WELCOME. 
 

Membership enquiries:  
 

Leeton  Eric Whiting 6953 2612 Griffith  Virginia Tarr 6962 5614 
Narrandera  Nella Smith 0428 890 537 Coleambally  John Wilkinson 6954 4129 

Wagga Wagga  Melanie Baulch 0428914702   melaniebaulch@bigpond.com 
 

Annual Subscriptions:       Family   $45.00     Adult/Single   $35.00     Journal only/Concession    $25.00  
 
 

Bank details  for direct deposit: 062 564 account no. 10039396, a/c name: Murrumbidgee Field 

Naturalists Inc.  Include your own name and descripti on of payment in the reference box.  

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Oct ober  

Another full issue with reports of our Spring outings, and there are more to come this month. 

Max has written about the parrots in the Riverina including some changes to where they are 

travelling , Glenn has researched a ôfavouriteõ tree and Nella continues her contributions about 

the monitoring of wet land areas.    

The October meeting was well attended with our guest speakers presenting via Zoom. This 

also enabled a few out of town members to link in including the Williams fr om the Northern 

Territory.  We all found the presentation by CSU researchers on  arboreal reptiles of great 

interest and it is hoped to organise a field trip with them.  

For photographers there is an opportunity to submit a few of your special nature photos for a 

club calendar. Sandra McDougall is organising this. The details  are below .   

Enjoy your reading, Rowena.  

Opinions expressed by authors are their own and do not necessarily represent the policies or views of the Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc.   



The Murrumbidgee Naturalist  - 3 - Issue #286 October 2020 

Around the Traps  

A trip to the Mallee is essential in Spring as it 
offers so much biodiversity especially plants 
ŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ 
rain. 

The fragile nature of this ecosystem that can 
be so easily destroyed by wind and water 
erosion when disturbed, results from the 
unreliability and distribution of the rainfall in 
this arid environment, and the soil they grow 
in, being thin on top of sand that was spread 
by the strong winds of the earlier glacial 
phases. 

The remarkable thing is that the plants have 
adapted to a very tough environment with scorching hot 
summers, freezing winters and rainfall no more than 
250mm pa. The multi-stemmed mallee gums have 
lignotubers which retain some life even when the going is tough. The wattles have modified leaves that 
transpire little and the little plants wait for a shower and quickly grow and flower and seed when it comes. 
The early settlers found out that when they cleared the trees the soil simply blew away. They may have 
grown one or two good crops and then drought beat them back and they often walked off their farms. 

Fortunately there are a few parcels of land and road easements that were not cleared and roadside 
vegetation had to be retained to a width that a cricket pitch is long.  

So we have a few wonderful refuges remaining. 

Pulletop Nature Reserve managed by National Parks and Wildlife Service is one such reserve found north of 
Griffith. Local landholders have also retained some parcels of land over 3 or 4 generations. Normally special 
permission is required to visit NPWS nature reserves and these have no visitor facilities unlike National 
Parks. The endangered Malleefowl and other mallee birds like the Shy Heathwren were found here until 
about 1960.  

Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists were privileged to be invited to visit 
the reserve recently. We also visited an enclosure on private land 
which excludes macropods and feral animals like foxes and cats. The 
enclosure protects small native mammals like dunnarts and antechinus 
and ground dwelling birds from being gobbled up and reduces 
pressure on scarce food resources for the fauna.  

Two species of grevillea were seen, the fiery red Rankins Springs 
Grevillea and the creamy coloured Spiny cream Spider Flower. Three 
species of pea, Mallee Bush Pea, 
Broom Bitter Pea and Sandhill 
Bitter Pea. You can tell they are 
bitter when you bite into them.  

 

There are two mint bushes 
specific to good mallee 
patches:  Scarlet Mintbush 
and a Small Mintbush. To 
arouse your senses even 
further there was Scented 
Mat-rush which you can 
smell across the landscape.  

  

Above: Rankins Springs Grevillea 
Right: Small Mintbush 

Far right: Scarlet Mintbush  
Nella Smith  

 

The mallee landscape, group amongst the Spinifexς 
Rowena Whiting 
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At least six species of wattle are found there making it a good patch: Acacia decora, A. doratoxlyn, A. 
hakeoides, A. lineata, A. brachybotrya and A. deanii. 

On the ground, particularly in 

the enclosure was a myriad of 

small white, yellow and purple 

daisies. A smattering of the 

Mallee Blue-flower, the yellow 

of Goodenias and Hibbertias 

gave the ground some colourful 

cover. Spinifex occurs in this 

landscape and although we find 

it prickly the small mammals 

and reptiles 

that live there 

love it for food 

and shelter.  

The toughness 
of the environment makes it diverse but fragile. We all 
enjoy our visits to these special woodlands. 

And I forgot to mention the Major Mitchells Cockatoo 
which was nesting in an artificial nest near the house. 
This is one of the few species I know of that are using 
man made boxes. Last reports indicate that the eggs 
have hatched!! Thanks to David Heath for showing us 
around the place. Your input is valued greatly. 

I have just found out about another mallee site that 
we could visit. Coming??  

Nella Smith 
 

tǳƭƭŜǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ά!ŎǊŜǎέ aŀƭƭŜŜŦƻǿƭ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ мнκлфκнл   aŀȄ hϥ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ 
.ƛǊŘƭƛǎǘΥ 
{ǇƻǘǘŜŘ IŀǊǊƛŜǊ .Ǌƻǿƴ CŀƭŎƻƴ /ǊŜǎǘŜŘ tƛƎŜƻƴ tŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ 5ƻǾŜ 
aŀƧƻǊ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭϥǎ /ƻŎƪŀǘƻƻ DŀƭŀƘ /ƻŎƪŀǘƛŜƭ aŀƭƭŜŜ wƛƴƎƴŜŎƪ 
wŜŘ-ǊǳƳǇŜŘ tŀǊǊƻǘ wǳŦƻǳǎ {ƻƴƎƭŀǊƪ /ǊŜǎǘŜŘ .ŜƭƭōƛŘ όIύ ²ƛƭƭƛŜ ²ŀƎǘŀƛƭ 
¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ-ǇƭǳƳŜŘ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊ  {ǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ Cŀƛȅ-ǿǊŜƴ {ǘǊƛŀǘŜŘ tŀǊŘŀƭƻǘŜ όIύ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜōƛǊŘ 
{Ǉƛƴȅ-ŎƘŜŜƪŜŘ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ-ǘƘǊƻŀǘŜŘ aƛƴŜǊ ²ƘƛǘŜ-ǿƛƴƎŜŘ /ƘƻǳƎƘ ²ŜŜōƛƭƭ 
¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ-ǊǳƳǇŜŘ ¢ƘƻǊƴōƛƭƭ tƛŜŘ .ǳǘŎƘŜǊōƛǊŘ aŀƎǇƛŜ  [ƛǘǘƭŜ wŀǾŜƴ 
 
 

Biodiversity Surveying in the Weddin Mountains 

My first MFN outing was to the Weddin Mountains for the biodiversity survey.  I arrived on Sunday 
ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀƳ ƻǳǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀǇǎ L ǿŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǳǇ .ŜǊǘƘŀΩǎ Dǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ΨƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΩ 
and start looking.  The initial walk was throǳƎƘ .Ŝƴ IŀƭƭΩǎ ŎŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 
grasses and healthy weeds with some native forbs.  As I climbed the proportion of natives increased.  I saw 
one swamp wallaby and was surprised not to see any reptiles amongst the rocks.  The creek and waterfall 
was running well and again was surprised at how few small bushland birds were in the gully. I met up with 
ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǘŜŀƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŜŀǘƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǊƳΦ   

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday were a delight in checking Elliot traps ς all empty- trying to identify un or 
vaguely familiar birds from their calls, walking slowly on and off tracks trying to name plant species and for 

aŀƧƻǊ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ /ƻŎƪŀǘƻƻ ƴŜǎǘ ōƻȄ ƛƴ 
Cypress Pine ς Kathy Tenison 

Splendid Fairy-wren ς Nella Smith  
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me also looking at what insects were about.  My background is in Entomology although for 30 years I have 
essentially been working in production agriculture which hosts a small proportion of invertebrate species.  

Again I was surprised at how 
few species were around and 
that a single fly species seems 
to dominate as pollinator on 
most flowering species. I have 
yet to identify it and will do so 
when I can retrieve my 
diptera keys from my office in 
DPI.  The photo attached 
shows our pollinating fly so 
covered in pollen from Cape 
weed flowers thŀǘ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƭȅΦ  
The second fly is a Tipulid or 
/ǊŀƴŜ Ŧƭȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ 
for years but did see a dozen 
and at each site we surveyed. 

I am very grateful to Nella for her knowledge of plants especially the range of orchids and allied species that 
we saw.  A highlight was finding bearded and spider orchids; seeing a midget greenhood and donkey 
orchids.  There were so many sun orchids and pink fingers they seemed common, and virtually all the 
species covered in the MFN July and August magazines were to be seen!  

 

It was a great trip.  Bill fulfilled his reputation for fine camp fire dining. 
Around the fire conversations were refreshing to have.  I still have many of 
my photos to be named ς this one is a bit of a mystery ς I am guessing a 
stalked egg ς possibly a lepidoptera but perhaps not ς I only found one per 
Callitris tree ς usually at shoulder height and only found on dead trees ς 
once my eye was in I saw probably 20 or so on every 3rd tree.  What do you 
think?   

I am looking forward to more outings!   

Sandra McDougall 

  

          Sun Orchid                                                          Spider Orchid                                                       Beard Orchid 



The Murrumbidgee Naturalist  - 6 - Issue #286 October 2020 

Grassland Encounters with Friends of Grasslands (FOG) 

We met at Narrandera on Sunday morning the 
27 September and after a brief chat headed to 
Gillenbah Travelling Stock Reserve on the Back 
Morundah Road. The thing that is most 
evident as you drive up to the reserve is the 
lack of trees, probably why it is call a grassland 
community and why this group visits this 
location as they are Friend of Grasslands.  

These grasslands are very unique in the 
Riverina and often overlooked as a natural 
vegetation community. We are familiar with 
other communities in the region such as the 
River Red Gum, White Cypress Pine, Black box, 
.ƻǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ {ŀƭǘōǳǎƘ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
about the grassland communities.  

hƴ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƛƭƭŜƴōŀƘ ¢{w ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŜŎǘŀǊŜ ƻǊ ǎƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ 
their hands and knees finding the most amazing array of grasses, herbs and forbs. The chatter and 
excitement of everyone was infectious.  

The most important aspect for me and a lot of the other newbies was the patience with which Margaret 
and Rainer approached the day. They would often call people over to view a species you may never have 
seen before and of course there were plenty of those. 

There were a few we had seen and we were very excited to see 
them. Often when you drive down a roadside in this area you see 
masses of Wild Oats and Ryegrass. Take a walk in a TSR (particularly 
this one) and the variety of plants is astounding. The exotics seemed 
to be in the minority which is so refreshing and makes me realise 
how valuable these places are as a vegetation community. So little is 
known about them by the general public. Even those who dabble in 
the environmental issues of the area. 

We stopped along the road verge a few kilometres down the road 
and found a spot we could walk around. There was an abundance of 
White Paper Daisies (Rodanthe floribunda) in amongst the 
Ryegrass. Apparently it has been such a good season the White 
Paper Daisies are competing quite well with the Ryegrass. In drier 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ 
who can survive given the low rainfall over the last couple of years 

and the soil type. 

We were blessed with a very special 
siting of a Tawny Frogmouth (Podargus 
strigoides). We have all seen these lovely 
birds in their camouflaged state, 
inconspicuously blending in well with 
their surrounds. I have never seen them 
prostate on a branch looking like a lizard. 
Also new for me is the fact we could see 
the nesting material under its belly as it 
protected its home by laying spread flat 
out over the branch. 

Back Morundah road TSR - Rowena Whiting 

White Paper Daisies ς Eric Whiting 

Tawny Frogmouth ς Kathy Tension 


