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Welcome to March

At our February meeting we were treated to a pre  -launch showing of the recently completed

short video about visiting the FiBigdreeSolipguy Woet | ands
other pleasures of the evening. The club contributed to the cost from the environment fund.

It wi || be a great asset to Leetond tourism promo
Information Centre and should be on Youtube.

Another significant  step for the Club is the proposed formation of an affiliated group in
Wagga Wagga. See page 9 for more about this a World Wetland Day event at the
Murrumbidgee Wetland instigated by Melanie Baulch.

It is good to see some people have been putting in some r esearch to write their pieces for
this month and maybe not so good a | ack of bird p
previously used.

With the recent rain and cooler temperatures it is time to step out and enjoy what nature
has to offer.

Enjoy your month, Rowena

From the inbox
Here are few items of interest you may like to check ou

a dzZNNHzY 6 A R 3 S SebfudarphéndétidrBasliaks to

How to make and use seed bomtfSeed bombs are made from a mixture of clay, compost, seeds and water,
and can provide a lowgost solution for revegetation after bush fires or drought.

Pulling out weeds is the best thing you can do to help nature recover from the filesly Australians feel
compelledtohelpowtamaged wil dlife after this seasonbés ter
ways to assist is weeding.

Hunter Bird Observer&ebruary newslettecontainsan article onBird Watching as a Theray®

BirdLife Australia Sone good news storiek | @S O02YS G2 fA3IKG FFAISNI GKS Ff¢
the bushSwift Parrots/Regent Honeyeateihe comings and goings of Swifties and Regents last year are
documented in axew report revealingooth species turned up in some unexpected places.
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https://mli.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=471f07a05170df6c42f33603b&id=36c63346e2&e=b81f481c17
https://mli.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=471f07a05170df6c42f33603b&id=36c63346e2&e=b81f481c17
https://mli.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=471f07a05170df6c42f33603b&id=8f7c75a0e8&e=b81f481c17
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.networkbirdlife.org%2fhome%2f2020%2f2%2f10%2fhoodie-chicks-survive-after-the-fire-a-symbol-of-survival-and-optimism&srcid=157159&srctid=1&erid=19530553&trid=cd1e37a9-9b51-4e5c-be62-8c198458bf40
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fbirdlife.org.au%2fdocuments%2fWL_2019_Swift_Parrot_Regent_Honeyeater_report.pdf&srcid=157159&srctid=1&erid=19530553&trid=cd1e37a9-9b51-4e5c-be62-8c198458bf40

Big Tree Soliloquy 15 February 2020

Actually, thegenesis of our trip to VindBucell)Qd F I N | G 5 NX A gft8riiodn/Febr@galyy G 2y
MpX 6Fa G662 RIFI&a SIFENIASNE G 2dzNJ FANRG adzNNXzYoAR3

Here we invited Vince to show us his new short film on Fivebough Wetlands. And what an uplifting example
of the cinematic arts it was.

Among the most striking aspects were the aerial shots, where as detail diminished, the majesty of the
broad patterns and colours came into focus. These grand, dreamlike vistas rival any-mauahan
masterpieces, whether from the surrealist, or any otpéin airart movement. This is especially the case
in their tone and colour nuances, resplendent with tangerines, lilacs, aguas and ochres.

Then there were the bird studies. These alone must entice any number of ardent nature pilgrims to visit
this remarkable placeOne of the best of these was an egret; wide, white wings outspread as it speared a
small fish.

And there were bonuses, in the form of several other videos. Like the one featuring the Mile Marker Trees
along the Murray River. These were, in th& t@ntury, carved as navigation aids into the boles of large
River Red Gums. Quite a few are still visible, and remain precious historical relics of a simpler age.

With Vince there was a story to tell with every film; some tall | suspect, but all higldyt@ining. One of
the most interesting, and relevant to today, was an account of his enterprise in laying largahibifing
polypipes to redirect environmental water into a lagoon on his property. This beautiful body of water
nestles in an open forestf River Red Gums, many of very ancient origin.

One rather poignant story he told was of a giant of the species which had happily surane@rovided
habitat and food for countless generations of creatureerhaps from the Age of the Cathedrals.
Pdgnant? Within a couple of years of Vince purchasing the property, it died!

So on a beautiful sunny (after recent good rain)
windless afternoon we were convoyed out to
Sunshowerhiseuphiouslynamed piece of
paradise. Here we were deposited on the shore
of the aforesaid lagoon. Or would that be
aoAfflFro2y3¢eK

And it was huge, in terms of private property
ownership, at least, its clear, sparkling water

y rippling in the slanting evening sunlight.

Here Vincéhad set up tables, chairs,
complimentary drinkg and a barbeque. As he
G6ARRE SR 6AGK GKS Flyoe
oft-recondite raconteur regaled us with even

R , R more stories, mostly about the wonderful land
¢KS th3z22y IcRowshp Witk 2 6 ST 50 waterscape in which we found ourselves.

Then we went for a walk along the edge of the brimming lagoon, binoculars ready in case of bird sightings;
of which there were few. This included waterbirds; as the lagoon had only been filled a month or so ago:
but long enough for a pair of Pacific Bléukcks to bless the world with six fluffy ducklings; about two

weeks old, already.

(@]

At one point | confidently identified a Jackie Winter.
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Soon after, | wandered away from the group to soliloquise with a spectacular arboreal giant. This again
must have occupied that particular piece of real estate for many centuries.
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Then my Magic Moment; a Brown Tree Creeperdne to contralict me this time!) landed on a log just a
couple of meters away. After hopping about for a bit, he regarded me in a friendly way, and flew off.

Later | encountered my daughter, Aanya Whitehead (brand new member of the MFN) contemplating
another mighty Ré Gum. Rz \' i ’
|

GCKFG £22148 tA1S I 20N GNBSOE &

'YR L KIFER G2 FAaINBST (KS waol Nz
meter high and 50 centimeters wide, with a clear signature curve at the t
But the bottom went straight into the ground? Obvioughgetancestral
shield (coolamon, canoe, whatever?) maker could not have cut the slab §
bark from underground.

The secret turned out to be in the soil at the base of the tree, a deep, ricl
loam; so different from the packed clay of the surrounding arear@he
centuries, the tree, with the help of animal detritus and the like, had
created its own highly fertile soil, which gradually built up over the years,
burying the bottom of the scar. True recycling.Vince later confirmed that f
there are quite a few scdrees scattered around the riverside property; §
which, mercifully, had never been cleiiled.

A totally memorable find.

The Scar Tree, like my Soliloquy Tree, and many others in the forest, haj
curious combination of not being especially tall, but of having massive g
These timeless survivors of everything nature and man can throw at therg

have a unique tortured grotli habit. Aussie Ents, indeed.

Scar treeg Aanya Whitehead
Finally we all repaired to the camp site to enjoy the fine fare with which we

have all become accustomed. This was spiced by animated discussions of all manner of things, from the
burial practices of the original inhabitants, whether horses can see in the dark (they can, apparently).

Not so we humans, alas: so reluctant were we to break out of our cocoon of conviviality that Phil Tenison
had to set up a camp light in the gloom so that we could pack up.

So concluded yet anbér enriching and enlightening outing for we lucky MFNs. Thank you Vince.
Alan Whitehead

Group enjoying the barbecue and
conversationg Barry Allen

Group by the lagoon- VinceBucello

Lace Monitor Keith spotted this as he
wanderedbackto where we parked a
little behind the group.
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conservation area. Protective fencing was erected about this

time enabled by a grant from the Murrumbidgee Wetlands

Working Group just prior to it winding up. The Millenium

drought obstructed further rehabilitation. Water was absent

from the lagoon until the 2012 floods when the Murrumbidgee

River overflowed.

A further natural filling would depend on another big flood.

However pumping from the river has been feasible as only a

narrow neck separated river and lagoon, and Vince was sudaté@sgaining environmental water over this
last summer, having met all the other relevant conservation conditions. The lagoon was filled barely six
weeks prior to our visit and as Vince pointed out, has hardly had time to respond.

Eric Whiting

BirdLisi O2YLMAft SR o6& alE hQ{dzZ tAQDlY

Australasian Grebe Little Pied Cormorant Great Cormorant Black Duck

Grey Teal Australasan Shoveler Common Bronzewing Peaceful Dove (H)
White Cockatoo (H) Corella Sp (H) Yellow Rosella Kookaburra (H)
Redcapped Robin (f)  BrownTreecreeper White-plumed Hbneyeater Peewee

Magpie Starling Jacky Winter

On leaving around 9pm we heard a flock of Plumed Whistling Duck fly overhead.

Narrandera Landcare Mailing List

Narrandera Landcare has compiled an emailing list of people who have
expressed interest in being notified of their Upcoming Activities. These
include their propagating and planting days, bird surveys and nature
walks. They also include events held by othigranisations in the region
that Landcarers and Field Naturalists may be interested in.

They try and keep their email short and to the point. If you
would like to receive these emails please contact
narranderalandcare@gmail.coand ask to be put the list.

For anyone into Facebook they maintain two pages which
may be of interest
https://www.facebook.com/NarranderalLandcarand

https://www.facebook.com/NarranderaFoodGarden/

Glenn Currie

Here is the most recent one:
Hi everyone

Murrumbidgee Landcarare holding avorkshop on getting the best out of your soilBhe workshop will

be held atCommemoration Halt, Balaro St Grong Grong, Friday 27th March.

This workshop is free, with lunch and morning tea provid®8VP essential by 20 March to Kathy Tenison
¢ 0428 396 826 obidgeeirrigation@mli.org.alFor more information please seeli.org.au/events/soils
madesimple-gooddirt-for-all-farmers/ or the attached brochure.

Andadvancenotice of our National Tree Day community plantingVe'll be plantingl 7th Maythis year to
give the seedlings time to establish before winter. Pleasensiges://treeday.planetark.org/site/1002361
or https://www.facebook.com/events/28083476957765f3r more information. It would be great to see
you there!

Thanks Glenn
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