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Welcome to September

| t Oilslf lower time or should be. Our August outings have been mixed with a good showing
of flowers at Mt Caley and rather poor at T aleeban. However there is plenty to see out

there as the reports convey. Our trip this coming Saturday has been changed due to lea der
being unavailable, Glenn has kindly stepped in so we will be going to Kockibitoo Forest, a new
name for many. A chance to explore a new area & rumour has it is Superb Parrot country so
maybe wedl be lucky. Find the details in Coming Events on the last page.

| hope you all have our 25™ Anniversary Celebrations in your diary for the weekend of the
18/19/20 October dthis is in lieu of a Spring camp this year. The outings will be local and the
guest speaker will be Matt Cameron at the dinner on the Saturday evening. Matt  is a

res earcher of threatened species with Glossy  Black Cockatoos a special focus . Details of the
program are on Page 11.

For the next issue | am asking for contributions earlier  than usual as | will be going away
that week. So the copy date is Friday 27 Septemb  er; earlier the better

Below are a couple of important items; one to remember and one for which we would like a
response.

Enjoy your month, Rowena

Items from the Minutes of the August meeting

The time for the monthly meeting time has been brought forward to 7pm.

Thiswily Sty GKS [ SSiG2y tAONINEB gAtf adAtt 0S8 2Ly HK
picking up the key.

Why did you join the Murrumbidgee Field Naturalist Club ?

At the last meeting Kathy Tenison made a suggestion that we should generateemprobles; it would be

nice to display these at our %elebrations. We are asking for you to write a short piece, a maximum of
150 words was suggested, about what got you started, why and when you joined, what you are interested
Ay X

Please email tlRowena atricwhiting4@bigpond.cormr mail to MFN PO Box 541, Leeton, 2705.
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Walk to Mt Caley in the Cocoparras

Six brave souls ventured out on a day that only seasoned naturalists
would go out in. Some oy who decided not to venture out after a
terrible day the day before, you missed out on some botanising that
KF oSy Qi aSSy F2NJ I FSg &Sk NaRO®
2KSy L LR21SR Yé y2asS 2dzi L ¢ a
did go back for my raincoat my beaniescarf and the biggest woollen

jumper.

With the intermittent rain over the last few weeks it was great to see t
carpet of green: early orchids , daisj lichensEarly Nancies and
Chocolatelilies not yet flowering . Further on was Trachymene and
Brachyombe . Glenn had never seen it like this after wandering over
hills for 2 or 3 years with his head down.

All the books say thd®terostylis nan@a common, today it certainly was

Acacia decoraf which there are only a few in the Cocoparras were
trying to flower as were the Urn Heath afthebalium obcordatum.
Blue Finger€yanicula careulaere also startlingn the landscape with
their bright blue fingers.

touch.

We searched for the leatenedPomaderris cocopararemongst the
sheltered rocks and ledges and located baly 6 or 10 where once there
were 30 or 40. Dry conditions and grazing by goats has not helped th
plight.

After lunch we took a quick walk through the Spring Hill Piaria to
Falcon Falls to check on the ferns tucked in the rocks, and to check if
resident Peregrine Falcon still lives here. He does, we saw him a wee
later. Whitebrowed Babblers chattered through, a pair of Jacky Winte
wagged their tails in a figuraf 8 and the Turquoise Parrot called and £
then flew past quickly. The Wonga Vine was cascading its flower lade
oN} yOKSa 20SNJ UKS NRBOl& | yR (NBJE
actually flowing.
Bird List

White winged Choughl 2 N& F A S {-Gu€kéo . SiywFarail
Grey Shrikghrush Striped Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin

Australian Raven Brown Treecreeper

Birds seen a week later

Peregrine Falcon Rufous Whistler Splendid Fairyvren
Nella Smith

Photos by Eric and Rowena Whiting clockwise from top:
Early Nancy, mosseBulbine Lily, Urn Heath, Hill Tetree
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Taleeban Mining Reserve Outing 24 August 2019
Ten members braved the early start and met at the Binya rail crossing on Erigolia Road at 8am.

Whilst waiting for possible latecomers, we managed a couple of
good bird sightings with several mai¢hite-winged Trillersand
Rufous Songlarki the car park. The convoy moved up Erigolia
Road and onto the Migvestern Highway heading towards West
Wyalong. We turned down Anderson Lane and drove to the end of
the reserve on the road to first chedut a dam on the pposite

side of the road to the reserve. More sightings of trillers feeding in
numbers on the ground we counted 12 males together! Also
present wereMulga Parrotsand Mallee Ringneck$éeeding in and
beside a feral pig trap which had 2 rotting carcassiélsrsit ¢ a

trifle smelly if you got down wind of them!

Nella reported seeing a flock of 10 or mdrerquoise Parrotdly in
front of her car along Erigolia Road on the way to Taleeban which

White-winged Triller by Phil Tenison ~ Was an encouraging sign they are still about.

With no otherbirds about, we decided to drive back to the entrance to the reserve for morning tea. The
dam where we parked was completely dry but Nella and others did locate a few struggling ground orchids
flowering both Midget and Dwarf Greenhoods but the place wag dey and didn't give much hope to find
many more. Nella had marked on her GPS a series of sites of old Malleefowl mounds so we headed off in
search of thent, some of us being distracted byCaested Bellbirctalling in the distance. Three old

mounds wee located but, unfortunately, the bellbird wasn't.

In the area where we had morning tea,F ¥
we tried to entice &Shy Heathwrerto
show itself by playing its call. Unlike
other occasions, the bird was reluctanty

got a feeting look at it as it scurried
from one bush to another before
eventually disappearing.

We decided to have lunch back at the
dam after the flora members located a
very sad looking Slender Veldaash.
One of the few plants flowering in the
reserve was th beautiful Scarlet
Mintbush.

(See list for other flowering plants
seen).

Back at the dam we came onto a

birding bonanza with numbers of

Woodswallows as well as honeyeaters, trillers and
best of all a pair o€rimson Chateeding on the bank
of the dam. Also seen were matldooded Robirand
Redcapped RobinAlan was the only one to spot a
Masked Woodswallowbut everyone else saw the
lone Dusky Woodswallovamongst the manyVhite-
browed birds.

Scarlet Mintbush by Rowena Whiting

After lunch, people dispersed and Kathy, Phil and |
headed b Weethalle for a

comfy stop and ice cream. On Crimson Chat

the road to Barellan, Kathy by Kathy Tenison
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saw more Crimson Chats on the road so we stopped and watched as at least 4 pairs flew alavelys
It was the first time Kathy had seen this bird. Also present were moreevishitved Woodswallows as well

as another male Hooded Robin.

Max O'Sullivan

'

Barellan in the late afternoon.
White-necked Heron
Barshouldered Dove (H)
Eastern Rosella

Turquoise Parrot

Rufous Songlark
Redcappeal Robin

Crested Bellbird (H)

Shy Heathwren
White-plumed H/e

Crimson Chat

Pee e

White-browed Woodswallow
Australian Raven

Also seen:

Flora seen:

Midget Greenhood
Dwarf Greenhood
Blue Caladenia
Yender Velvetbush
Scarlet Mintbush
Pimelea Daisybush

Max O'Sullivan

Sriped HoneyeaterPhil Tenison PimeleaDaisy-bush t Eic Whiting

Dusky Woodswallowtby Kathy Tenison

Midget Greenhood (left)
The miserable Slender Velwdushby Rowena Whiting

Taleeban Outing 24 August 2019
Bird list includes birds sighted from the meeting point at Binya township at the start until just north of

Crested Pigeon

Galah

Mulga Parrot

Blue Bonnet
Blackfaced Cuckoeshrike
Hooded Robin

Willie Wagtall
Yellowrumped Thornbill
Yellowplumed H/e
White-winged Chough
Magpie

Masked Woodswallow
Australian Pipit
Shingleback

Peaceful Dove

Mallee Ringneck
Redrumped Parrot
Welcome Swallow
White-winged Triller
Rufous Whistler (H)
White-browed Babbler
White-eared Honeyeater
Striped H/e
Apostlebird

Dusky Woodswallow
Pied Butcherbird

Echnida
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