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Birds at Fivebough Wet lands
Yellow- billed Spoonbill, Grey Teal, Magpie Goose, Purple
Swamphen, Hardhead, Royal Spoonbills, Grey Teal, Great Egret
Photo by Phillip Williams
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Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc. Office Bearers and Annual Subscriptions

President: Graham Russell 0419 350 673 Editor: Rowena Whiting 6953 2612
Vice President: Nella Smith 6959 1210 Committee:  Johanna Botman 6963 4855
Vice President: Eric Whiting 6953 2612 Phillip Williams 6953 3524
Vice President: Virginia Tarr 6962 5614 Betty Bradney 6959 2901
Secretary: Penny Williams 6953 3524

Treasurer: Phil Tenison 6953 4869 Website Co -ordinator : Phillip Williams 6953 3524

MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE SECOND THURSDAY EACH MONTH, EXCEPT JANBARYE
Yellow Room, Leeton Library, Sycamore Streetat 7.30 PM
FIELD TRIPS NORMALLY TAKE PLACE ON THE FOLLOWING WEEKEND.

INTENDING NEW MEMBERS, GUESTS AND VISITORS WELCOME.

Membershi p enquiries:

Leeton Eric Whiting 6953 2612 Griffith Virginia Tarr 6962 5614
Narrandera Nella Smith 6959 1210 Coleambally John Wilkinson 6954 4129
Annual Subscriptions: Family $45.00 Adult/Single $35.00 Journal only/Concession $25.00

Bank details for direct deposit: 062 564 account no. 10039396, a/c name: Murrumbidgee Field
Naturalists Inc. Include your own name and description of payment in the reference box.

Opinions expressed by authors are their own and do not necessarily represent the policies or views of thblanumﬁshbim@{

Birds seen at Fivebough Wetlands on 12 March.

Magpie Goose Phillip Williams(left)

Siny-cheeked Honeyeate¢ Penny Williams (right)
Yellowthroated Miner (injured)¢ Penny Williams (faright)
Silvereyeg Phillip Williams (left below)

AlexandrineParrotq Johanna Botmarfbelow left)
Pied Herong Phil Tenisorn(below right)
Listed on the sightings page 11.
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Our Walk at Fivebough Wetlands Sunday 12 March 2017

A group of dedicated MFN members gathered at the Fivebough Wetlands Carpark on Sunday afternoon.
Hanging on to our hats against the strong wind and watching the clouds for rain, we headed off along the
walking track toward Brolga Shelter to the Brolga Junction. The weather contrasted with the day before which
was fine and warm with clear skies, when a couple of us had come to Fivebough on a reconnaissance visit.

We stopped and looked at the birds in the water through
breaks in the cumbungi as we wandered along the path
The scope was put to good use to help identify the dista
birds. As we continued to the Australasian Bittern Sheltg
and to the Freckled Duck Shelter, we noticed a number ¢
dead birds along the pathThese included cormorants,
purple swamp hens and a duck. A couple of dead turtle
and a live turtle were also seen. A lot of juvenile birds
were spotted and a comment was made that this made
identification difficult, for example the Grebes. There
were several groups of Magpie Geese flying over (estim

at least 50). Juvenile Nankeen Night Herons were seen
around the track junction. A large group of Pelicans and
many Great Cormorants were also observed. Royal and
Yellowbilled Spoonbills were algwesent. A large

number (about 100) Freckled Ducks were also seen. The
attached bird list is a record of birds identified by MFN
members during the walk.

In general the paths were good to walk on and there was
evidence of weed control work. However thalking

track deteriorated after leaving the Freckled Duck Shelter
along the loop return to the carpark but this improved
and we has an easy walk back along the track to the

carpark. On this part of the track we caught sight of a
group of kangaroos andWhistling Kite.

¢CKS FTSg alLRGa 2F NXrAYy RARYQG NBIFffe
the wind died down by the end of the walk. We ended the

evening with a chat and eats at the Information Centre
before heading home before the rain came.

Penny Williams

Photos from top

Great Cormorant Phillip Williams

Night Heron (immature); Phillip Williams
hyS 2F ¥2dzNJ ySé GASs
L 6 & Reghy Williams

Bird list
Magpie Whistling Kite Australasian Shoveler| Little Black
Cormorant
Willie Wagtail Variegated Fairyvren Intermediate Egret Yellow-billed
Spoonbill
Black-fronted Dotterel | Crested Pigeon Australian Pelican (80| Royal Spoonbill
Grey Teal Masked Lapwing White-faced Heron Silver Gull
Plumed Whistling Duck| Reedwarbler (heard) White-necked Heron | Little Pied Cormorant
Hardhead Duck Nankeen Kestrel Freckled Duck (100+)| Eurasian Coot
Redkneed Dotterel Nankeen Night Heron Australian Wood Duck Black Swan
Galah Great Cormorant (100s) | Australian Raven Strawnecked Ibis
Welcome Swallow Purple Swamphen Pink-eared Duck White lbis
Magpie Goose (80+) | Great Egret Black-winged Stilt
Magpielark Black Duck Hoary-headed Grebe
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Glossy Black Cockatoo Count 25, 26 March 2017

The total number of man hours and fuel consumed to conduct a count like this is huge and | thank you all
for your generosity especially of time as that is the most valuable thing that you have.

The total number of birds sighted was 22 wiitle greatest number found in the Cocoparras (10) and
around Brobenah (9). 3 more were seen at Square Nob.

| think the count was held a bit late as the birds are beginning to nest although they still must drink. | think
they drink near where they are fead) and possibly near where they are nesting.

The numbers are similar to 2016 but are reduced from previous years and much less than the Rankins
Sprlngs Count last month which yielded more than 100. (Why is this so?)

; H‘ Interesting were the Major Mitchells liich drank at one of the dams

¥ near Leeton. This threatened species seems to be increasing in number
which may be as a result of a constant supply of food in the form of
commercial walnuts. Major Mitchells require smaller nesting hollows

and hopefullyther & Sy 2dz3K FT2NJ SOSNE2YyS 2NJ €
planting. (I know where we could)

Glossy Black Cockatoos require large hollows and many of these trees
were cleared historically for building and fencing. The trees which are
large enough are found on roadsis or travelling stock reserves and a
few areas that landholders did not clear (Thank God for them).

Birds found at most sites were Common Bronzewing, Crested Pigeon,
Kookaburra, Australian Raven, Galah,-Ree, Willy Wagtail and

White¢faced Herons. Ney miners were also everywhere possibly as a
result of fragmentation of g
the landscape.

Other threatened species ¢ =
like the Greycrowned Babblers and the Diamond Finches =&
tended to be where the Glossy Black Cockatoos were foun.,

43 different species of birdsewe found and 4 species of :
mammal Grey Kangaroo, Red Kangaroo?? Black Wallaby
Fox. 3

Farm dams add to the biodiversity of our landscape in man’
different ways. Thanks to the landholders who assisted an
allowed us on their properties.

Nella Smith

Major Mitchell Cockatoo i Phillip Williams (above
Common Bronzewing i Graham Russell(right)

Glossy Black Cockatod Penny Williams (below right)
Three Glossy Black Cockatoo$ Penny Williams (below)
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March Meeting Presentatiorg Allan Richards

Allan was the Guest Speaker at the March meeting and gave a presentation of his visit to Myanmar in
February 2013. The trip comprised 8 members mostly from his Sydney club and they visited many areas in
the southern part of Myanmar. The trip whilst mostly for bird watching, did include visits to the old colonial
parts of Yangon, the capital, and many Buddhist Temples and Pagodas. So many in fact that in the end the
group chose to view the buildings from the outsidnd not go into the
pagoda itself, mainly because it required the removal of boots every ti
you entered!

Allan showed a series of photos and it was clear the country has A
recovered well from its terrible past when in 1962 there was a coup d'g

and a nilitary dictatorship followed with years of ethnic violence and ci
war.

This all ended in 2011 when general elections were held but it wasn't
recent years that the military have relinquished total control. Now, the people
seem very happy and wadrlg hard to make a living for themselves and, despite
the turmoil, have maintained their Buddhist beliefs.

Certainly the pagodas have survived intact and have been restored to their orig
glory with gold foil in abundance as seen in the various gh@tlan showed us of | *
the inside of the ones they visited.

In the countryside, all agriculture is carried out by the people with very little
mechanisatiort, a few old tractors are still in use and water buffalo are still use

to till the terraces for rie and vegetable growing.

Despite all the unrest in the past, the birds still survive and it was an
excellent trip for the group to see so many So#dhst Asian species.

Thanks to Allan for making time to give us his presentation and everyope =
at the meeting was interested in hearing about a country that has been|in
the news for so long for all the wrong reasons.

Max O'Sullivan Photos clockwise from top: Reining Buddha Shwedagon Pagod
Yangon, Vegie Markets Yangoopuntry transport, Common i
Kingfisher, Redvattled Lgpwing, Greyheaded CananrFlycatcher

Wild Pollinator Count

The autumn 2017 Wild Pollinator Count runs from April 9 to 16. |[&tiautumn count in April 201éllected
over 200 observations from 86 localities across the eastern and southern states.

ldzidzYy Aa GKS aSlhazy FT2NJ g6AYyRAY3I R26y | YR LINBLI
for pollinators. May insect pollinator species are provisioning their last nest cells or laying their last eggs
winter. So plants that flower in autumn can be important resources for the next generation of pollinators w
see in spring.

Information on how to coun, identification resources and submitting results can be found at their website:
http://wildpollinatorcount.com

WSYSYOSNE &2dz R2yQl ySSR (G2 3IAGS dza aLISOASa Yyl Y
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