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         The Murrumbidgee Naturalist 

Objects of  the Club 

To facilitate and promote the knowledge of natural history, and to encourage 
the preservation and protection of the Australian natural environment, 

especially that of the Murrumbidgee River Valley 

Be part of the  Glossy 

Black Cockatoo Count on 

Saturday 25  March  

Fivebough Wetlands ð enjoying the birds and 

brekky event to celebrate World Wetlands Day.  

Image by Penny Williams  
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Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc. Office Bearers and Annual Subscriptions  
President:  Graham Russell 0419 350 673           Editor:  Rowena Whiting    6953 2612 

Vice President:  Nella Smith 6959 1210              Committee:  Johanna Botman 6963 4855 

Vice President:  Eric Whiting 6953 2612  Phillip Williams 6953 3524 

Vice President:  Virginia Tarr 6962 5614  Betty Bradney 6959 2901 

Secretary:   Penny Williams 6953 3524    
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MEETINGS  ARE HELD ON THE SECOND THURSDAY EACH MONTH, EXCEPT JANUARY, AT THE  

Yellow Room, Leeton Library, Sycamore Street at 7.30 PM 
FIELD TRIPS  NORMALLY TAKE PLACE ON THE FOLLOWING WEEKEND. 
 
 

INTENDING NEW MEMBERS, GUESTS AND VISITORS WELCOME. 
 

Membership enquiries:  
 

Leeton  Eric Whiting 6953 2612 Griffith  Virginia Tarr 6962 5614 
Narrandera  Nella Smith 6959 1210 Coleambally  John Wilkinson 6954 4129 
 

Annual Subscriptions:       Family   $45.00     Adult/Single   $35.00     Journal only/Concession    $25.00 
 

 

Bank details  for direct deposit: 062 564 account no. 10039396, a/c name: Murrumbidgee Field 
Naturalists Inc.  Include your own name and description of payment in the reference box.  

 
 

 

Birds and Brekky at Fivebough Wetlands on Sunday 5th February 2017 

Kerri Keely of Murrumbidgee Landcare organised the 
successful Event at Fivebough Wetlands, which is designated 
a Ramsar listed wetland, to mark World Wetlands Day (held 
on February 2nd each year).  A lot of people turned up, 
perhaps lured by the smell of a BBQ breakfast in the carpark 
at Fivebough.   

After breakfast the group headed to Budyaan Baamirra 
Centre to hear from 3 speakers.  Keith Hutton spoke about 
the birds of Fivebough.  Keith has been undertaking surveys 
there since 1981.  He spoke about the range and number of 
birds observed at Fivebough and the migratory species that 
visit Fivebough Wetlands. 

Geoff Sainty, a 
wetland plant 
specialist, is from 
Griffith.  Geoff gave a 
historical view of 

Fivebough.  He said that 
originally the area was 

covered in Black Box 
trees.  These were 
cleared in the early days 
of [ŜŜǘƻƴΩǎ settlement 
for use as firewood.  He 

spoke of his concerns that all the drugs and other chemicals 
people use end up in the sewage which is then pumped 
through the sewage treatment works and eventually into 
Fivebough.  Geoff spoke of his interest in algae and 
cyanobacteria and other organisms that live in the water.  
Geoff had several copies of two books which he gave away to 
people who were at the Event.  They are ά²ŀǘŜǊǇƭŀƴǘǎ in 
Australia which he co-authored, and another, άCǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ 
Algae in Australia which his organisation published.   

Opinions expressed by authors are their own and do not necessarily represent the policies or views of the Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc.   

Kerri Keely at the Murrumbidgee    Landcare stand  

Geoff Sainty speaking to the group ïPenny Williams  

Looking at birds through a scope ï Rowena Whiting  
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The third speaker, David Hunter is a frog specialist 
and comes from Office of Environment and Heritage 
in Albury.  David spoke about the importance of 
wetlands for frogs and the role they play in the food 
chain; from the tadpoles eating algae to the frogs 
transferring the nutrients back onto the land. Here 
they provide food for birds, mammals and reptiles.  
He highlighted the importance of having good 
quality wetlands right across the landscape to 
ensure the biodiversity will be able to persist in a 
healthy way.             Penny Williams 
 

 

 
 

Bird of the Month  -  Blue-billed Duck  Oxyura australis  

The Blue-billed duck is a striking looking bird with his jet black head and bright blue bill. The species varies 

from most other ducks for they spend very little time on shore, but are excellent divers and do much of 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻŦ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŀƳǇǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǎǘƛŦŦ-ǘŀƛƭΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŀƛƭ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛŦŦΣ 

as is the Musk duck. 

¢ƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ wŜŀŘŜǊǎ 5ƛƎŜǎǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ǎǇƭŀǎƘŜǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎ 

with both feet; springs erect to stand on his tail; dives and rocks his body back and forth with his stiff tail 

feathers held erect as a faƴΦέ Lǘǎ ōƭǳŜ ōƛƭƭ ƭƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ 

deep and domed nest on a raft of rushes and produce 3-6 eggs. 

Other names are Stiff-tail, Spinetail, Diver, Diving duck.  

Sue Chittick-Dalton 

Walking along the path alongside 

Cumbungi ï Dieuwer Reyner  

David Hunter. addressing the 

group (top)ï Penny Williams  

Group listening to Keith Hutton ï 

Penny Williams  

Blue-billed Duck photos by Phillip Williams 
ς male is on the left, female the right   
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Bush Banter with Knowledgeable Ninety Year Olds.  

Excerpts of recordings with Betty Bradney and Bill Draper compiled by Kathy Tenison as part of the 
21st Birthday Celebration of the Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists.  

For our first meeting of the year Kathy Tenison gave us a wonderful talk with audio and images of 
the interviews she had done with two of our nonagenarian members ς Betty Bradney and Bill 
Draper.  

She began by outlining the project aims of preserving natural history knowledge of the local area 
and encouraging new members to the club. Her main reason for being involved was her interest in 
ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ŜŜǘƻƴ Soldiers Club, Wade Sports Club 
Foundation and Select Harvests. 

Whilst it was interesting to hear them tell of incidents in their lives from childhood and more 
recently, it was their love and respect for nature that came through. As Bill said from a farmeǊΩǎ 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ 
ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŘ ƛǘέΦ 

For Betty it was her love of plants both in gardens and the bush with her emphasising how 
άƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ǾŜǊƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ 
ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƴƪ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ōǳǎƘƭŀƴŘέΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ 
sure she always has 
bottles of water in 
her car.   

Kathy pointed out 
how changes in 
language and word 
use has occurred 
over time and did 
her own research on 
the meaning of 
some of the words 
they used like rain 
barrel, bull roarer, 
jump the rattler, a 
rough block; this 
was enlightening. 
We learnt of life 
during the depression, mice plagues and the effects of bushfires.  
Their concluding comments are well worth mentioning: for Betty 
it was to be persistent, choose to be happy, live from day to day 
and make sure you find something that is worthwhile to do; 
.ƛƭƭΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘΣ Ǉƭŀȅ ƘŀǊŘΣ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ 
men and work with nature. All things that we can take away 
with us.    

It really was a most enjoyable evening, inspiring and quite 
different from our usual talks. We were all very appreciative 
of what Kathy has achieved and thanked her, Betty and Bill 
for sharing the stories with us in such a novel way.  We then 
all enjoyed the mud cake which Kathy had decorated with a 
ōƛǊŘΩǎ nest with chocolate eggs, fallen timber flakes and the 
strawberries representing the fruits of the bush. 

Rowena Whiting  

Bill & Bett y after cutting the cake  -  

Rowena Whiting 

Kathyôs cake ï Virginia Tarr  
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Glossy Black Cockatoo Count 2017                                                          17, 18 February 2017 

            with ǘƘŜ [ŀŎƘƭŀƴ CƻƭŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƪƛƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜŀ Χ   

Rankins Springs is surrounded by various National Parks as well as private landholdings which have suitable 
habitat for Glossy Black Cockatoos. To the North we have Jimberoo National Park. To the south we have 
Cocoparra National Park and Nature Reserve.  The habitat is hardly able to be grazed or cultivated as it 
tends to be poor gravelly or rocky and steep.  The Allocasuarina stricta on which the species relies for food 
grows on stony ridges, rocky outcrops and mountain slopes. As Glossy Black Cockatoos are entirely seed 
eaters they must drink every day. They usually do this at dams at dusk near where they are feeding. This 
year it was between 7pm and 8 pm. We also know that 
they usually drink just once in a day  

However they also rely on large old growth Grey Box 
Eucalyptus microcarpa, Red Gum Eucalyptus camaldulensis 
or Yellow Box Eucalyptus melliodora for nesting sites. They 
need large trunks which are often vertical and can be in 
dead trees. These large trees grow mostly lower down the 
ridges where the soil is deeper and more suitable for 
cultivation. Consequently many of these trees have been 
cleared.  

The census is conducted annually to determine growth or 
decline of the population and may notify future 

management of this highly threatened species. 

We gathered in the Rankins Springs Hall and were allocated a dam. 
{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ŘŀƳ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
opportunity for reflection and meditation and a bit of uninterrupted 
birdwatching; also it allows for more dams to be covered.  

For most of us we drove off in convoy and were shown 
the dam allocated to us. No chance of getting lost this 
way.  

I was happy be allocated a dam to the south on private 
land. 2 Glossy Black Cockatoos appeared at 7.30pm and 
2 more nearly at dark at 8pm. In between time though 
all the pigeons normally found around here came to 
drink, Crested Pigeon, Common Bronzewing, Peaceful 
Dove, Bar-shouldered Dove and Diamond Dove. A 
goanna, a Black Wallaby and an Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
also sneaked down to drink.  

We then adjourned back to the hall for a barbecue 
dinner and a collation and mapping of results. 

This year Matt Cameron, Threatened Species 
Officer for National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Photos by Graham Russell  

Blue-faced Honeyeater at a dam (above) 

Mulga Parrot (below) 

Kangaroos came in to drink (bottom) 

Black Honeyeater (left)   


